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A hundred and thirteen years ago 

the world was on the brink of the 

Oil Age. During the next decade 

Dr. James Young was conducting 

experiments in Glasgow to obtain oil 

from cannel coal, which Ied to the 

the Scottish shale-oil industry 

t commercial use of petroleum in 

In 1859 the first oil-well was drilled 

by Colonel Edwin Drake in Pennsylvania. Ninety years later, 
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Built on the 
Burmeister & Wain 
System 

under licence from 
Harland & Wolff ; 
also 

Kincaid-Polar 


Engines 


JOHN G. KINCAID & CO., LTD ° GREENOCK SCOTLAND 
ALSO BUILDERS OF :— 
STEAM ENGINES for all classes of fast passenger and cargo vessels 


BOILERS of all types up to the largest sizes 
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very high proportion of the World’s mercantile 
A and naval vessels are equipped with BABCOCK 
marine boilers and the name BABCOCK has long 
been a byword for quality in steam raising plant, 
both at sea and on land. 


The modern BABCOCK boiler is the result of 
over 75 years of engineering development, based 
on progressive research and 
a vast practical experience 
of boiler performance 


under seagoing conditions 
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THE NEW M.V. DERRYMORE 
built by the BURNTISLAND 
Shipbuilding Co. Ltd., for 
McCOWEN & GROSS LTD. 
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“HOLOPLAST” Bulkhead Panels 
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new cargo ship 
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. that is the call of experienced air travellers, who know 
also that SABENA is the speediest and most satisfactory way 
of sending goods from London or Manchester to every 
important trading centre in the world. 








Freight by Sabena saves packing and insurance costs, reduces 
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making for quicker turnover and greater profit. 
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Nearly thirty years ago the 
prototype of the famous 
“Bristol” Jupiter delivered 
about 350 B.H.P. Today, the 
mighty Centaurus sleeve-valve 
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AIRSPEED AMBASSADOR wide service. “Bristol” 
pioneered the sleeve-valve 
acro engine, and today the 
Hercules and Centaurus types 
are chosen by leading aircraft 
constructors at home and over- 

ViCKERS VEIN seas for their high perfor- HAWKER SEA FURY 
mance, great reliability, econ- 


omy and ease of maintenance. 
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The Doxford ship is one of the 
finest for economy, speed and 
fuel consumption in the world 
today. 





WM. DOXFORD & SONS LIMITED 
Shipbuilders SUNDERLAND Engineers 
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REPLACEMENT AT INFLATIONARY COSTS 


everal of the larger 


been pub 


THE REPORTS and accounts for 
which have recently 
lished indicate that the most serious problem facing 
the shipping industry today is undoubtediyv how to 
make fleets 
and the replacement of ships as they become obsolete. 
The problem is made more acute by the continually 
rising trends, not only in the cost of shipbuilding, but 
also in the costs of ship operation, Sir Vernon Thom 
son has pointed out that the voyage costs of the Union 
Castle fleet in 1950 showed an increase of more than 
{1,200,000 over the previous year, due mainly to 
increases in the cost of oil fuel, repairs and mainten 
ance, wages, and port and cargo handling charges. 
Liner freight rates cannot, of course, be as flexible as 
those which obtain in the tramp freight market, for 
the stability of liner freights is one of the most attrac 
tive features for shippers who use the conference lines 
in any trace. Thus, although the freight structures 
have had to be moved upwards in practically every 
trade, rising operating costs are continually eating into 
the profits of liner companies, leaving less to be 
ploughed back into the 
expand its trading efficiency. 

Meanwhile, shipbuilding have rising 
steadily for the last fifteen years or more, and the new 
defence programme, with its current inflationary 
tendencies, has destroyed all hope that shipbuilding 
costs will show any early signs of easement. Yel 
obsolete ships must be replaced as and when they 
become too old or uneconomic to be operated effi 
ciently. The existing Union-Castle fleet, for exampie, 
which includes several liners built since the end of th 
war, cost about £26,000,000 to build. Sir Vernon 
Thomson estimates that to replace this fleet at today’s 
prices would cost well over £60,000,000. That is some 
measure of the staggering financial problem = that is 
becoming daily more urgent for the British liner com 
The Inland Revenue depreciation allowance, 
which is based on the original cost of ships, is by itself 
quite inadequate . as Sir Vernon states, to provide for 


shipping compa Ne 


provision for the regular renewal! of the 


business to maintain and 


costs been 


panies. 


Current 


A Dangerous Injustice 

Sirk) Wittiam CurRRIE made a 
special consideration for the shipping industry in his 
speech on Wednesday, in which he reviewed the efforts 


well-argued plea for 


of the Impressive group of companies over which he 
presides with conspicuous ability. So far as his remarks 
were of general interest, he dealt with the suspension 
of initial allowances. Though the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer has so far turned a deaf ear to all the 
pleas which shipowners have made, any unbiased person 
must agree that grave injustice has been done to all 
the industries concerned with the 


building, equipment 


the construction of replacement tonnage. It is neces 
sary to make additional provision out of revenue to 
bridge the difference between the Inland Revenue 
depreciation allowance and the actual cost of replacing 
ships when this becomes due. ‘* Only by ploughing 
back into the business a substantial part of the com 
pany’s earnings can we provide and maintain the high- 
class costly tonnage necessary to meet the expanding 
requirements of the trades we serve.” 

The extent of the problem is well brought out in the 
accounts of the P. & O. group. During the year, in 
this case, the depreciation necessary to be charged 
against the profits to write off the cost of ships in 
service increased because of the larger fleet; and heavy 
capital expenditure during the year resulted in corres- 
pondingly larger ** initial allowances,”* the income tax 
relief on which has been used to augment the norma! 
depreciation allocations. Thus the total charge for 
depreciation and tax relief on initial 
amounted to £8,190,000 in 1950, compared with 
£6,020,000 in 1949 and £4,807,000 in 1948. These 
figures illustrate the magnitude of the replacement 
problem and the importance of the 40 per cent initial 
depreciation allowances which the Chancellor is pro 
posing to suspend. Yet the P. & O. group wisely 
considers that in present-day conditions it is not suffi 
cient merely to provide for writing off the original cost 
of the ships. If the companies in the group are to be 
able to renew their assets as they wear out, and main- 
tain their competitive position, it is necessary to make 
transfers to reserves for replacement purposes, which 
was done, in the case of the P. & O. group, to the extent 
of £1,583,000. This sum, which a prudent company 
finds it must set aside for replacement, despite the 
large initial allowances which it has been able to claim 
during the year, is provided after the Treasury has 
taken its toll of profits tax. It is becoming increas 
ingly apparent that without some alleviation in the 
incidence of taxation on funds retained in the business 
for replacement purposes, the tonnage of the British 
mercantile marine, and its competitive efficiency in an 
international industry, will steadily diminish. — 


allowances 


Events 


and operation of ships, which are the lifeline of our 
island people. Sir William told the stockholders in 
the group of seven companies that they have liabilities 
for ships under construction exceeding 
ments by nearly £2,000,000. These companies had 
received over €4,500,000 in’ tax relief on initial 
allowances; without that tax relief they would have 
had a deficiency of about £6,500.000. By these specific 
figures, Sir William showed what an important factor 
the relief might be in deciding 
replace obsolescent tonnage in coming months. 


their invest 


whether or not to 
As he 


pointed out, if a business were to remain virile it: must 
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he able to make good out of current profits the wastage 
of capital used in earning those profits. Moreover it 
should be apparent, even to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer himself, that if depreciation based only on 
original cost) were charged 
| 


igainst) profits and the 
valance distributed, the company could not) survive. 
As Sir William remarked, the additional amounts set 
ide, although technically reserves, were neverthéless 
* Over the last three 
the amounts set aside by) the group for deprecia 


essary charges against profits. 

is transfers to replacement of assets reserves, and 

ifter charging the tax relief on initial allowances, 

less than the amounts required as depreciation 

n the replacement cost of the group fleets” 

in a nutshell is the problem which is worrving 

rs ino all the maritime industries, and not) only 

ipowners. They are also, to put the matter collo 

quially, ‘Sin the soup’. They are all involved in’ this 

injustice, which may result net only in loss of track 
or ships, but tn unemployment. 


Balancing Charges Condemned 


Kat ALLY effective was Sir William's argument in 
vour of the removal of balancing charges on the loss 
iship. The Tucker Committee could see no justifies 
for relieving shipowners while fmposing the charge 
other taxpayers who lost plant through, say, fire 

or explosion. Sir William’s comment on this was that 
the charge was equally wrong In ¢ ich case. Wear ind 
tear went on whether ship o1 plant were insured or 
not. “Tt was quite unrealistic to argue that, if the 
insurance proceeds exceeded the written down value, 
hen wear and tear allowances previously granted must 
he withdrawn.” It is amazing that Ministers cannot 
ippreciate the value of his arguments for treating 
hipping with greater consideration, seeing that, 
lirectly or indirectly, it is responsible for so much 
employment throughout the country, for there is hardly 
in industry which is not drawn upon when a new ship 
built. Moreover, now that the Royal Navy ts only 

i shadow of what it was, the merchant fleets of this 
ountry should ply throughout the world and maintain 
our position as a Great Power. Hf the Government con 
replacement problem they bring 
ipon themselves and the workers troubles of the first 
ignitude. Sir William illustrated the danger by 
ointing to the facts insofar as the P. & O. group is 
meerned. At the date of the balance sheet, shipbuild 
commitments amounted to £17,7700,000, but by 

31 the commitments had risen to £30,000,000, 

to the high cost of new ships ordered, 


nue to evade the 


two new ships of the Himalaya class. 


seven per cent of the gr up fleet was under 
vears old at September, compared with 34 per cent 
O49, What then is the stark position? 
cent of 


Seventeen 
group tonnage was over 25 years old. These 
ire typical of all the great shipping companies. 
t Mr. Gaitskell, an educated man and one of 
experience, indulges iu 
support his plea that the present scale of taxation on 


specious arguments to 


hipping is a matter of minor consequence. It is fatal, 
weakening this country’s position on the trade routes, 
ind may deprive him of visible and invisible imports 
which are essential to amy attempt to balance our 


recount, 


Wages and Inflation 


THe inflationary movement continues wages are 


going up and, as a result, the cost of living is rising; 
the shipbuilding yards draw supplies from practice tl 
very industry, the price of ships must inevitably 
mount still higher. Following upon the many increased 
millions paid to the workers last vear, while distributed 
profits rose only to a moderate extent, there was an 
veregate increase estimated at £360,000 in the weekly 
full-time wages of 102.000 workers tn April, according 
to the Mintstry of Labo Gucette, making a weekly 
increase in the first) four months of the vear = of 
¢2.212.700 in the wages of 5.802.500 workers, each week 


t 


and there are 52 weeks in the year! A> number of 
important unions, including the Amalgamated En 
yineecring Union with over 38,000 members, are now 
demanding ever larger wages than their members are 
now receiving, while they are protesting that investors’ 
profits the profits on “risk capital ’’— should — be 
subject to increased taxation. Everything points to a 
further rise in prices, as the leaders of the unions are 
fighting against Communist propaganda which is more 
active behind the scenes than it has ever been in the 
past. Those who listen to the agitators are not so much 
impressed by their advocacy of political principles, but 
they lend an eager ear to their suggestions that wages 
should be higher, and that the process of ** soaking 
the rich *? should be continued, and that more industries 
should be nationalised. In order to counter these 
agitations, many important trade unions are proposing 
claims for bigger pay packets. So the inflationary 
movement ts likely to go on for many months to come. 


Trade with Argentina 


BRITISH TRADE with Argentina is declining. Our 
proportion of Argentina’s total export trade last’ vear 
was IS.1 per cent, against 35.9 per cent in 1939, while 
our share of the import trade dropped during the same 
interval from 22.2 to 11.8 per cent. A substantial reduc 
tion is also shown in comparison with 1919, when the 
British share of the export and import trade was 22.8 
and 15.6 per cent respectively. The report of President 
Peron’s address before Congress at Buenos Aires, last 
ing 4) hours, shows that he is not disturbed by this 
movement. He professed himself as well pleased with 
the economic conditions in the republic. His remarks 
regarding its commercial relations were particularly 
interesting. He said that if it was borne in mind that 
during the whole of 1950 the Argentine Republic did 
not collect a single pound sterling in respect of meat 
sales to Britain, owing to the suspension of her ship 
ments, the favourable balance possessed an even greater 
significance, which was not the result of mere chance 
but of good business and, above all, of the new manner 
in which the Argentine Government defends the 
wealth and patrimony of the people. ‘ Only feur 
vears ago, to have paralysed our meat shipments to 
Britain would have meant, at least, the paralysation 
of our packing plants and slaughter yards, a reduction 
in our livestock prices— perhaps a small revolution!” 
He congratulated himself that in 1950 nothing of the 
kind occurred; the country continued to work as if 
nothing had happened. Neither did prices fall; on the 
contrary, they were able to fix them at a higher level, 
and without losing money; there were no strikes in the 
frigorificos and no revolution. The Argentine people 
and also the British people! are well aware of the 
conclusion of this process. Owing to the policy of bluff 
and to the complications of the bulk buying scheme, we 
are paying more for our meat ration than we need have 
done, and shipping has suffered grievously. In the case 
of Royal Mail Lines the cost amounts to about £500,000. 
President Peron has over coloured his 
picture, but Argentina did better than could have been 
expected, 


Of course, 


Japanese Tactics 


THe Chamber of Shipping, as the president, Mr. C. E. 
Wurtzburg, has revealed, has become concerned at pro 
posals which would enable Germany and Japan to 
resume their places on the trade routes, especially in 
view of the belief that ** some measure of financial 
resistance is available for German shipbuilding.” He 
stated recently that the shipping industry had em- 
phasised to the authorities that neither Germany nor 
Japan should be allowed to obtain an unfair competi 
tive position and that there should be full compliance 
with the various international conventions affecting 
shipping. The situation so far as Japan is concerned 
seems to be quite as serious as in the case of Germany. 
According to a message from the Tokyo correspondent 


of the Sunday Times, Japanese industrialists have 
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launched a vigorous campaign to destroy Occupation 
Labour Standards in Japan, increase the working hours 
of Japanese workers, and restore the old Zaibatsu (big 
family combine) monopolies. In a_ private report to 
Japan’s Economic Stabilisation Board, he adds, the in 
fluential Management Association demands that the 48 
hour week and overtime pay be abolished. ** Japan 
must compete on the world markets at the sacrifice of 
her labour standards,”” this report insists. It is urged 
that ** Japanese workers are not as strong as Western 
workers.”” It is also claimed that the prevailing low 
standard of labour productivity continues as a strong 
pressure on day-to-day production. ‘* It is impossible 
for Japanese workers to earn a living wage by working 
only #8 hours a week.’ These are ingenious tactics 
so as to enable Japan to restore her maritime industries 
by means of cheap labour and long hours. 


The Mischievous Element 


THE officials of the National Union of Seamen are 
disturbed at the extent to which Communists and their 
fellow travellers are disturbing their relations with their 
members. In the current issue of The Seaman, Mr. 
Tom Yates, the general secretary, states that the 
recent wages agreement, embodying compensation for 
Sundays at sea, seniority payments to petty officers 
and increased compensation for loss of effects, had been 
unanimously endorsed by the executive council and 
had been well received in all branches of the Union. 

Among the responsible members and officials there is 
general satisfaction that we were able to negotiate a 
settlement on so many points of the Union programme 
as I set it forth in our journal a short time ago.”’ On 
the other hand Mr. Yates urges that members must 
not close their eyes to the fact that an actively mis 
chievous element— not really within the Union, but on 
the fringe of it and trying to burrow in—would make 
trouble about the settlement if they could. Mr. Yates 
is sure they will not succeed. He has confidence that 
members of the Union have a better understanding of 
the economic circumstances affecting the industry within 
which they have to carry on their negotiations with 
the shipowners, and realise, too, the serious economic 
difficulties besetting the country at the present time. 
‘Our national economy is called upon to sustain a 
stupendous burden of expenditure on rearmament and 
upon the social services which mean so much in the 
domestic life of all our people. The weight of this 
burden at any rate to those of us whose memories go 
back to annual budgets of a few hundred million and 
to income tax at a few shillings—is simply staggering.” 
Commenting on the cost of the social services, Mr. Yates 
states that no member of the Union, old or young, 
married or single, can fail to appreciate what this 
governmental expenditure means to the working-class 
family. ‘* It means security. It means protection for 
the home. It means the warding off, to a very material 
extent, of the poverty that comes with loss of a job, 
ind from sickness, accidents, death of the breadwinner, 
and old age. We pay for these things on an equitable 
basis through taxation, which places the main burden 
fairly on the shoulders of those best able to carry it 
ind lightens it for those with low wages and small in 
comes.” He urges that it is from this standpoint that 
members of the Union should look at the present wage 
position established by the Union. That is good horse 
sense, just the sort of argument which should be pre 
sented at this period of economic crisis. 


Customs of the Port in Sweden 


THe occasion of the general meeting in Stockholm 
was chosen by the Baltic & International Maritime 
Conference to register a formal protest against the 
action of timber charterers and shippers in claiming the 
protection of ** customs of the port ” against the pay 
ment of demurrage. No one rightly knows when these 
so-called customs originated, but they are claimed to 
regulate the quantity of timber which the shippers bind 
themselves to supply for shipment. The quantities vary 
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from 60 to 85 standards a day, and if a charterparty 
states that the loading ts to be effected ** as fast as the 
vessel can receive, but according to the customs of 
the port’’, shippers in Sweden will not recognise any 
claim from the shipowners for demurrage if the cargo 
is loaded at the now antiquated custoraary rate. Load 
ing conditions have now much improved at many of 
these ports, and modern vessels are designed to receive 
cargo at rates far higher than those stipulated. If 
loading is delayed, however, through shortage of labour, 
shottcoming of timber to load, or through charterers 
accepting more vessels than they can manage, charterers 
can deflect) any legitimate claims for demurrage 
by relying on the daily quantities fixed ** according to 
the customs of the port.””. Thus a modern vessel load 
ing 120 to 150 standards a day might only be able to 
get 60 standards a day without being entitled to any 
demurrage. Fortunately, this situation does not exist 
in Finland, where a ship loads as fast as she can or, 
if not, is paid demurrage. There is obviously a strong 
case for abolishing the fixed quantities in Swedish ports 
so that shipowners can rely on the * fast as can” 
clause, as in other timber-loading countries. If this 
cannot be done, then at least the ** customary ** quan 
tities should be brought into line with modern condi 
tions, 


Group Figures of Royal Dutch Shell 


For the first time the Royal Dutch / Shell group has 
published group figures. They are most impressive in 
their size and in the evidence they provide of financial 
strength and trading resourcefulness. At the close of 
1950, group assets totalled £561,000,000 after deduction 
of deferred liabilities amounting to £16,000,000. Pro 
perty and plant appears at a book figure of £302,000,000 

a very conservative valuation. Investments, stated 
in the balance sheet at £55,000,000, are worth many 
times that figure. The net working capital — of 
£196,000,000 houses £163,000,000 in cash and securities. 
The large resources of the group are thus admirably 
balanced and mobile. In the year under review trading 
and other revenues amounted to £184,000,000 (against 
£136,000,000) and there was left) a net profit of 
£49,000,000 (£36,000,000) after depreciation and amor 
tisation of £61,000,000 and = tax charges totalling 
£55,000,000, The Royal Dutch participation in the 
group is 60 per cent, while that of Shell is 40 per cent, 
a division which, after group profit retentions amounting 
to £33,000,000, permits group dividend payments of 
£16,000,000. These, as already announced, allow Royal 
Dutch to distribute 12 per cent against 9 per cent and 
Shell to pay 12) per cent tax free, compared with 7} 
per cent tax free. The group has extensive capital 
commitments to meet, including a large tanker construc 
tion programme. It has funds for that purpose but, 
as Sir Frederick Godber, chairman of Shell, points out, 
it is becoming increasingly difficult to retain a suffi 
ciency of liquid resources in a period of high inflation, 
excessive taxation and with inadequate fiscal allowance 
made for depreciation. 


Steel Negotiations 


THe pirectors of Vickers, Ltd., are not able to make 
any immediate or definite announcement as to disposal 
of the £15,267,000 (nominal) of Tron and Steel Stock 
received on the vesting of the company’s holding in 
English Steel. The position is regrettable but unavoid 
able. At the moment negotiations are still proceed 
ing with the Iron and Steel Corporation of Great Britain 
on a plan for a segregation of the assets of English 
Steel whereby such ancillary activities as forgings, 
springs, castings, tools, ete., would be left in’ private 
ownership. The directors believe—and their argument 
is irrefutable—that, with the big rearmament pro 
gramme ahead the technical separation between 
English Steel and its original parents would be injurious 
to the national effort. These points were made by 
Lt.-Gen. Sir Ronald Weeks, the chairman, who also 
ably defended the company’s decision to raise the dis 
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tribution for the past vear by 25 per cent to 125 per 
cent, an increase sanctioned by special reference to 
supplementary dividend payments by — subsidiaries 
tmounting to £3,036,000. Furthermore, the board has 
taken into account the low return on true employed 
ipital, the increase in the earning powers of the group 

through the acquisition of new assets and subsidiaries, 
the rise in the cost of living, the ratio of the amount 
paid in taxation compared with the amount paid to 
wdinary stockholders and the consistently low ratio of 
listributed profits to total profits for many years past. 
If ever a company was juktified in stepping up its 
vidend that company was Vickers. The prospects of 

group are promising. There is, of course, a tirm 

nt on rearmament. The shipbuilding order book 

is heavy and long-dated and capacity is at full stretch. 


A Confident Prospect 


STOCKHOLDERS who carefully peruse the full accounts 
of the United Molasses Co., Ltd., for the vear ended 
December 31, 1950, will there find much to interest them 
ind much to give them confidence in the group’s finan 
ial position and outlook. Speaking of prospects for 
he current vear, the chairman, Sir Michael Kielberg, 
had this to say: “ 
pected and unforeseen happens between now and = the 
nd of the vear, the combined earnings for 1951 are 
kely to show a very substantial increase over 1950."’ 
The one doubtful factor in the equation is the abnor 

ily high price now ruling for molasses. Certainly the 
fleets owned by the Athel Line, Tankers, Ltd., and 
the Anchor Line should do well; freight rates are re 


unless something quite unex 


| 


inerative and an increased capacity has come and is 
Moreover, the fact that the 
roup will, after the delivery of two new tankers this 

omer, have no further capital commitments of any 
consequence maturing over the next few years, will 
illow a more generous distribution policy than would 


comme into commission, 


otherwise have been the case. In the year under review 


consolidated trading and other 
2.287.000 to €3,855,000. The net figure, after depre 


profits rose from 


tion of £1,208,000 (a 
tax ol 


generous provision) and after 
£1,382,000, was £1,173,000 compared — with 
¢714,000. There was thus ample cover for distribu 
tions equivalent to 43.81 per cent gross on the capital 
wfore the scrip bonus of 100 per cent. The return to 
stockholders for the year, based on the book value of 
therr investment, was modest enough at 35 per cent net. 
On the true value of the assets it was 25 per cent net 
only The finances of this group are robust. Though 
the reserve capitalisation will take €1,954,000) from 
reserves, these will still aggregate £S8,560,000, or con 
siderably more than the increased ordinary capital of 
£3,909,000. In the light of these impressive figures tt 

hard to see what good reason the C.1.C. had = for 

isal of the company's request to distribute a free 
onus of 200° per cent. 


New Decca Chain Opened 


A CEREMONY on board the new ferry Royal Tris, 
cruising in the mouth of the River Mersey below 
Liverpool, initiated last week the new North British 
Chain of the Decea Navigator svstem. The opening 
performed by Air Chief Marshal Sit 
Frederick Bowhill, master of the Honorable Company 
of Master Mariners, who was introduced by Mr. E. R. 
Lewis, chairman of the Decca Navigator Co., Ltd. Su 
Frederick spoke of the reliability of the svstem (during 
the past year, breaks in the transmission of the English 
chain totalled 96 seconds), and expressed his hope that 
Decea cover will be extended to include with its range 


Ceremony Wiis 


ull the main artertes of sea ind airborne trace from 
the Hebrides and the Baltic to the Barbary coast and 
the Levant. Five vears ago the prospects of this hope 
being fulfilled must have appeared a little remote, at 
he least. Today, with three Decca chains in operation 
nd three more under construction, it would seem to 

merely ao omatter of time before this extent of 


is achieved. The three chains now in opera 


tion are the English, the North British and the Danish 
chains. A South-West British Chain is under construc 
tion, as are chains in France and Germany. These 
latter two are principally for the benefit of aircraft. 
To increase sea coverage, Spain is an obvious’ place 
for another chain, and it is understood that a Spanish 
chain is not an impossibility. The frequency band 
allotted to the Decca Navigator is sufficieni to give 
nine separate sets of frequencies for different chains to 
use without interference: this is not likely to limit 
the total number of chains, however, as two chains 
can operate satisfactorily on the same set of frequencies 
so long as they are about 1,000 miles apart. Existing 
receivers are fitted to receive five different chains. The 
coverage afforded by the North British Chain is shown 
in a diagram reproduced elsewhere in this issue. The 
accuracy in the Liverpool area is) excellent. 


The Work of Cable & Wireless 


THE FILM which has been produced by Cable & Wire 
less, Ltd., for the Festival of Britain, fecuses atten 
tion on one part of the company’s work-ihe main 
tenance of submarine cables. The subject was well 
chosen, for this is undoubtedly the most spectacular 
facet, although only a small part of the whole. Excel 
lent shots on board the cable ship Norseman, one of 
eight) owned by the company, provide the main 
material for a very interesting film. Entitled ** Voices 
Under the Sea,’ the film tells the story of a repair 
job carried out on one of the submarine cables linking 
Ascension Island, where the company maintains a 
relay station, with the African continent. Starting 
with the initial detection of the fault, it shows the 
exact location of the fault by electrical measurements 
at the two ends of the cable, the dispatch of a cable ship 
to the spot, and the introduction of a new length into 
the damaged cable. Before the preview of the film, 
Major-General L. B. Nicholls, chairman of Cable & 
Wireless, Ltd., gave some statistics which illustrated 
more fully the extent of the company’s work. It owns 
and operates some 155,000 miles of submarine cable 
throughout the world, 105 wireless telegraphy circuits, 
66 radio telephony circuits, and 10 radio telephoto 
circuits. It has 22 ship-shore stations, three air com 
munication stations, two broadcasting stations, five 
inland telephone stations and = four radio relay 
stations (at Barbados, Ascension, Nairobi and Colombo). 
Since the taking over by the Post Office of the external 
telegraph services from the U.K., the company’s staff 
in the United Kingdom numbers only 600, but some 
7,500 men and women, of 50 different races, are em 
ployed overseas. Although all shares in the company 
have been acquired by the Government, it is working 
in a highly competitive field, and the decision to allow 
it to remain a limited lability company, under its own 
hame, was a Wise one, 





SAYINGS OF THE WEEK 


INDUSTRY'S LOSS 


The loss to industry th-ough power cuts last year was about 
£10,000,000.'’"—Mr. Noel-Baker, Minister of Fue! and Power 


TAXATION ON PROFITS PLOUGHED BACK 


‘Some alleviation in the present incidence of taxation on profits 
retained in the business and used for building new tonnage in 
existing conditions is clearly requisite—otherwise the tonnage of 
the British mercantile marine will inevitably diminish.’'—Sir Vernon 
Thomson, chairman of the Union-Castle Mail Steamship Co., Ltd. 


SPIRAL OF RISING COSTS 


‘* The spiral of rising costs may well carry the cost of new ships 
to a point at which some companies may be unable to finance new 
building, but their difficulties are enhanced far more by the penal 
rate of taxation than by modest increases in dividends.’ —Sir William 
Currie, chairman of the P. & O. Steam Navigation Co., Ltd. 
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ON THE “BALTIC” 


VESSELS FOR CARRYING SUGAR IN BULK 


By BALTRADER 


THE INCREASING import of sugar in bulk is due not only 
to the saving in time in discharge by grabs as compared 
with the heavy manhandling of large bags. Perhaps a 
more important factor is the shortage and high cost 
of bags, which ts a problem affecting many trades 
throughout the world. At some of the West Indian 
ports the sugar cargo is loaded in bulk from tubs, while 
in most cases it has to be taken out by lighter in bags 
which are cut and started into the holds; but the bags 
can be used again for the same purpose. The ideal 
vessels for the discharge of bulk sugar by grab are 
naturally the self-trimmers, of which there are few in 
existence apart from those fully occupied in the coasting 
coal trade. Furthermore a handy size, say not more 
than 4,000 to 5,000 tons, is desirable because the facili 
ties for grab discharge are designed for the coasting 
collier at the ports of London and Liverpool, where 
so much of the sugar is refined. If the prospects of 
obtaining plentiful bags at reasonable price do not 
improve, it may be expected that more accommodation 
will be provided for handling large vessels with bulk 
cargo at the ports where sugar is discharged. Where 
possible more of the loading arrangements may also be 
adapted to ship the sugar in bulk 


The Single-deck Vessel 


A single deck class of vesse l, of large size, may appeal 
to some owners when planning new tonnage. It may, 
in fact, be argued that tramp shipping is becoming ill 
balanced by reason of the preference for that admirable 
compromise, the 9,000 to 10,000-tons deadweight vessel 
with open shelterdeck. There is a place in the scheme 
of things for the single-deck vessel of about 8,000 tons 
deadweight with light draught. The demand for ore 
carriers is as likely as any to retain its strength in 
the coming years in view of rearmament and of the 
growing use of steel for peaceful purposes. The 
dwindling supphes of sulphur will call for increasing 
use of pyrites in the production of sulphuric acid. 
Huelva is inaccessible to the standard 10,000-tonner, but 
8,000-tons single-deck vessels would be useful for trading 
from that port. The need for more tonnage of con 
siderable but manageable size will be felt at Huelva 
when conversion of plant in Great Britain is completed, 
in one or two years’ time, to use pyrites instead of 
sulphur. 

The River Plate Grain Trade 

The advantage of the single-decker for sugar has been 
mentioned, but there is also grain in bulk, which can 

handled more economically by the single-deck than 
by the shelterdeck ship and for one of the same reasons. 
The high cost of bagging in the tweendecks to secure 
the cargo and comply with the regulations is a much 
larger item than is incurred by a vessel without tween 
decks. Then there is the River Plate trade, which one 
must admit has only the shadow of its former import 
ance to tramp shipowners. However, the Argentine 
Government has at last seen the light and is en 
couraging the producer of maize to increase his sow 
ing. At present the up-river ports are comparatively 
idle, much to the detriment of dispatch at Buenos 
Aires, but there is no reason why “ all up-river’’ car 
goes should not again be a_ useful feature of that 
market, provided that shipping were forthcoming which 
could load a reasonably large cargo without complet 
ing at Buenos Aires. For that purpose no type of vessel 
could be more suitable than the single-deck ship, draw 
ing not more than 2+ feet. The war called forth the 
tramp ship of well over 10,000 tons deadweight. Utmost 
capacity for carrying cargo which included a great 
amount of steel made the closed shelterdeck vessel the 
most suitable for the emergency. Europe’s shortage 


of coal, famine in India and war in Korea and Indo- 
China have concealed the symptoms of an unbalanced 
merchant navy. But owners have to build for the 
future, especially as they cannot get delivery of new 
tonnage for years. There will come a time when nor 
mal conditions will apply. The owner who has more 
than one category of vessel will find that when one 
class is doing poorly another type will come into its 
own. A game of golf can be played with one club, 
but it is not satisfactory; the same applies in some 
degree to the composition of a tramp shipowner’s fleet. 


The Freight Markets 


The main feature of last week’s activity in the freight 
markets was the sustained and very active booking of 
vessels on time charter. Fixtures include” m.v. 
Manoeren, 12,695 tons d.w. 602,000 cu. ft. bale, 12 
knots on 20 tons, delivery U.K., trip to Australia at 
63s. 9d. Also two oil burners fixed similarly at 58s. 6d. 
and 59s. Penrith Castle (oil burner), 10,893 tons d.w., 
664,000 cu. ft. bale, 15 knots on 42 tons oil, delivery 
Hamburg, 58s. 6d. for one Australasian round voyage, 
also the Notting Hill, a ** Fort ’’ type oil burner, fixed 
similarly at 52s. 6d., delivery U.K. Laurentian Hill, 
10,784 tons d.w., 475,000 cu. ft. bale, 10/10$ knots on 
22/24 tons oil, was taken with delivery Saigon for the 
trip home via Macassar at 52s. 6d., and two Liberty- 
type vessels were fixed at 55s., one delivery Marseilles 
for the trip out to Indo-China and the other delivery 
Hamburg for the trip out to South and East Africa. 

Elsewhere, the Chartering Committee have fixed no 
less than eight vessels St. Lawrence/U.K., grain for 
August loading at 21s. 38d. per qr., with the option of 
Northern Range loading at 23s. 9d. and Gulf loading 
at 28s. Yd., a reduction of Is. 3d. per qr. on previous 
business. North Pacifie/U.K. lumber and generals has 
heen fixed at 182s. 6d. f.i.o. for July loading and at 
180s. for September/October. The Committee have 
chartered two vessels for sugar from Mauritius to the 
U.K. at 140s. for bagged sugar and another at 130s. 
f.i.o. for bulk, a reduction of 5s. on previous business. 
Rates from North China are also easier, 125s. having 
been paid to India for August loading and 190s. to 
Antwerp or Rotterdam, declines of 5s. in each case. 





British Tanker Company's New Tankers 


Speaking at the launch of the tanker British Realm, 
28,000 tons deadweight, from the yard of the Fairfield 
Shipbuilding & Engineering Co., Ltd., Mr. Robert Gillespie, 
managing director of the British Tanker Co., Ltd., said that 
the British Realm was the third of six similar shins building 
for them. She and her sister ships were intended for a 
particular crude oil service. The shins would be the first 
of the so-called ** super "’ or *‘ monster ’’ tankers to join 
their fleet and they would be followed by six 32,000-tons 
ships ordered last February for another svecial crude oil 
service. The 28,000-tonners were ordered over two-and-a-half 
years ago and were designed to have a loaded draught of 
24 ft., which at that time was the greatest officially permitted 
through the Suez Canal. Since then the canal comnany had 
embarked on a deepening programme me Ae had enabled his 
company to increase the later shivs to 82,000 tons. 

Apart from the question of maximum Suez Canal draught 
the number of loading and discharging vorts to which these 
great shivos could safely navigate and berth was very limited 
indeed, but where they could be used they should prove fine, 
economical and efficient shivs. By doing the round voyage 
to the Persian Gulf in six weeks instead of the seven to 
eight weeks taken by the smaller tankers, they could each. 
with their great size, bring nearly 60 million gallons of 
petrol to this country annually instead of less than half 
of that by the more orthodox-sized tanker. 
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BALTIC & INTERNATIONAL MARITIME 
CONFERENCE 


GENERAL MEETING AT STOCKHOLM 


Tt 
national 


BIENNIAL general meeting of the Baltic & Inter 
Maritime Conference opened in Stockholm on 
Sir John Fisher was elected president in suc 

to Mr. Emanuel Hogberg, delivered the 
presidential address, abstracts from which repro 
duced Mr. Ths. S. Falck, jnr., elected 
president-designate, and the new vice-presidents 

Messrs. Klause Wiese Hansen, R. A. Robbert, 
R. HH. Salvesen, Messrs. P. G. Thulin 
Warnderink. 

After the presidential address Professor Ivar Hoghom, 

In a paper trade cycles and shipping, that the 
result of his investigations showed that the volume of 
trade was expanding far more than the volume of avail 
able shipping. Mr. W. G. Weston stressed that 
there was a serious threat of a shortage of tanker 
well as tonnage. Mr. P. Longton out 
lined the revised arrangements which had been agreed 
between the Chamber of Shipping and the Timber 

Trade Federation regarding lability for demurrage in 
timber charterparties. The new charter contained 

clauses which provided for a definite rate of loading 
ind discharging, lavtime to be accurately 

calculated. For detention beyond those periods demur 
rage was payable, but the charter contained a commu 
tation of demurrage which allowed the 
to contract of liability by 
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proportion of which had. pre 
been laid up. The immediate effect shipping 
Korean war and the political tension in the world 
that the demand for has increased, and 
have different trades and are exvected to 
the present state of things lasts. The 
this has been that most countries have been com 
pleting their war and accumulating stocks 
f cases from far-off countries. 
meet at a time when rates of freight 
Old trade routes have, temporarily 
importance, whereas new routes 
attracted a great deal of As a result of the 
of the European coal-producing countries to meet the 
demand, it estimated that, in the winter season 1950-51, 
the U.S.A. will shipped to Europe 5 to 6 million tons 
of coal Coal ilso being exported in increasing quantities 
other coaltields to coal-consuming countries 
previously dependent on Eurovean coal. I need only mention 
the coal shipments from Africa to Northern Furove More 
over, many found employment in carrying grain 
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DEMURRAGE IN TIMBER CHARTERS 


specified sum per standard, calculated on all timber 
imported, in leu of demurrage. This sum, which was 
to be calculated at the 1951 season, would be 
collected by the shipowner and paid into a special fund 
administered by new Demurrage Association, which 
would reimburse individual shipowners whose vessels 
were subjected to delay and qualified for demurrage. 
Mr. Longton regretted that although Finnish shippers 
had accepted the new charterparty, Swedish shippers 
had refused. 


The proposed by Mr. Stig 
Gorthon and seconded by Mr. O. Amsinck, was carried 


That this general meeting of Baltic 
Maritime Conference, representing 25 
tukes strong exception to the antiquated so-called 
‘customs of the vort,’’ covering the loading of 
cargoes in Swedish ports, being still upheld, 
places on record that these were established very long 
when conditions in the ports and the loading 
facilities of vessels did not allow the same rapid hand 
ling as today, and therefore 
resolves that representation should be made by the Con 
ference to the responsible varties with a view to having, 
in principle, the so-called customs of the port’ 
abolished altogether or at least submitted to such a 
radical revision that they will harmonise with actual 
port conditions and the loading facilities of modern 
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to India, 2 to 3 millon 
sudden threat of famine making 

1950. 
trades have likewise been very 
and there is every indication that they will continue 
so this season. For instance, in the month of April 

vear the rate for vitprop cargoes from the White Sea 
the United Kingdom East Coast ports jumped by 80s. 
to WW0s. ver fathom; considering the other terms, that meant 
about 300s. higher than was vaid last year. 

For many vears we have asked the British prov charterers 
to agree to a new, modern and equitable standard charter 
to be used for provs, but have been given the cold shoulder. 
Their attitude and that of other timber charterers 
exasperated numerous shipowners with long experience 
the highly specialised North European timber trade; they 
have turned to other markets, and charterers have thus 
contributed to the fact that, when renewing their tonnage, 
shipowners have gone in for deev-sea ships or tank vessels. 
The consequences have already shown themselves. The 
tonnage suitable for the timber trade very scarce and 
now the charterers have to vay and pay dearly. For many 
years shipowners have repeatedly pointed out the desirability 
of getting together and producing a standard charter, but 
without success. 

It must not be overlooked that rates of freight today are 
high, not only owing to the dislocation of tonnage and the 
exceptional demand. There are also other reasons, reasons 
which actually mean that, while the gross rates are high, 
they do not necessarily bring a high net freight to ship 
owners. I need only mention the steadily increasing 
of building and revairing vessels, of overating them, 
exorbitant bunkering prices and the heavy expenses result 
ing from recent social reforms on board ships, not to speak 
of the long delays and slow turnround of ships in many 
ports. Owing to unofficial strikes and scarcity of stevedores, 
great congestion has arisen in many ports. Turns of one or 
two weeks’ waiting for a berth are not uncommon. 

I am all in favour of progress and decent living conditions 
for everybody, but I am afraid that in too many countries 
many have been anxious for reforms. We 
have previously warned against hasty and insufficiently con 
sidered changes in manning and working 
ships. The reforms cost a deal, and 
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to be included in the prices of our services, in the freights. 
They hit especially smaller ships, say up to 3,000 tons, and 
the consequence has been that shipowners in countries which 
have accepted them cannot replace in sufficient Quantities 
ships of that size, owing to the fact that they cannot compete 
with ships belonging to countries which have not accepted 
the reforms. 

To turn to stevedoring costs—let us take a trade familia 
to many of you, sawnwood from Finland to the United 
Kingdom. Before the war we figured with 4s, to 6s, per 
standard for loading and about 7s. ver standard for dis 
charging. Today it costs as much as 30s. to get one standard 
loaded and 20s, to 25s. to get it discharged, and the time 
spent in the ports is, as a rule, much longer. Why? Th 
answer is inflation and various social welfare measures 

Before the war bunker coal cost 12s. to 15s. ver ton on 
the Continent and in the U.K. I remember rumours during 
the war that when peace was restored the coal industry in 
Great Britain would be nationalised and, it was whispered, 
the price might go up as much as 30s, ver ton And we 
were told that under nationalisation the output would be 
greater, the efficiency higher, and there would be no greedy 
thoughts of high profit. Now shinowners have to pav abou 
95s. per ton for bunker coal in British coal ports and $24 
in Poland. Without warning, the Polish orice was increased 
from $14 in December 1950 to $24 in February 1951 As 
far as I can see, the cost of production must be only a 
fraction of that amount. I am sure that the man-in-the 
street does not realise what the increase in coal price alon 
means. For a medium-sized vessel burning 12 tons of coal 
a day, the running costs at sea go uv by $120 a day, 
equivalent to about 857s. or Sw.Kr.621. If we take a bigger 
vessel burning, sav, 15 tons, the increase is $150 (1,072s. 0 
Sw.Kr.777). 

Lack of British Coal 


I know that our British friends are much verturbed at 
recent developments in their nationalised coal industry, and 
I hope they will not take it amiss if I say that so are we 
over here in the Northern countries. The failure of England 
to supply at a reasonable price about the same quantities 
to her old customers as they used to get before is having 
serious repercussions in these countries, and is affecting not 
only the industries and other big consumers but every one 
of us, Instead of getting a reasonable quantity from England 
and other European countries, we are now compelled to buy 
coal from other sources at a high price and to buy ever 
increasing quantities of oil. In certain cases, for instance 
in Sweden, it has also been necessary to burn great quan 
tities of wood in our homes. 

When we turn to overseas countries—Australia, New 

saland, India, Brazil, and so forth—record delays in those 
ports are our chief worry. Never was expensive tonnage 
worked under such difficulties In Australia and New 
Zealand, vessels have had to stay two to three months in 
port to discharge and load cargoes which in a modern por 
could be dealt with in tess than two weeks. Why? Politic 
and labour trouble. 

During the war we lost large numbers of our best vessels, 
and for many of those which remained it was very difficult 
and in many cases impossible, to get the ordinary main 
tenance and classification. All this work had to be com 
pleted after the war. Owing to this and the orders placed 
for new shins, the time of delivery and vrices have increased 
enormously. The amount of capital invested in shins in the 
different countries is very great. Nevertheless I feel that 
as shipowners we can say that we have vaid out and risked 
large sums of money for the purpose of vroviding modern. 
efficient and speedy ships, whose equipnment for loading and 
discharging is the most up to date in every wav. 


Delays in Port 


But what is the use of spending so much money on thos 
ships, when many ports have fallen behind in modern equip 
ment? In many cases shins have not been able to secure 
the quick turnround which is always essential. These ports 
need a thorough overhaul, more modern equinment, modern 
methods of handling the cargoes and greater possibilities 
of working overtime. My information is that in Russian 
and Polish ports work goes on day and night. In Poland 
coal is loaded 24 hours a day, seven days a week. We are 
set a good example by a certain vort where, when there 
are more than three ships waiting on turn, the port 
authorities arrange for overtime to be worked on all ships 
so as to speed up the turnround. However, this is commend 
able only on the condition that each of the varties bears 
its share of the burden, that is, that the receivers vay the 
overtime costs ashore. 

These examples illustrate our worries today The 


aim 
should be progress and efficiency, more and better 
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more efficient services and means of distribution. Some of 
the obstacles I have just related to you. Now, when ever 
better and more modern ships are available, the expenses 
of which are very heavy for everv day in vbort, it seems to 
be extraordinary that the efficiency of these costly ships 
cannot be fully utilised owing to long delays in vort, Some 
of our worries would be aui.kly solved if it were decided 
to work two shifts as a regular feature instead of one. Trams, 
railways and other means of communication do not ston at 
t o'clock. Tf these activities can be worked in shifts, why 
not shipping ? 





THE BIRTHDAY HONOURS 
Awards to the Maritime Industries 


Maxy names of particular interest to the maritime industries 
were included in the list of honours conferred on the occasion 
of the King’s Birthday Among persons receiving a knight 
hood were Mr, Richard Snedden, general manager of the 
Shipping Federation and the International Shipping Federa 
tion, Mr. R. J. Hodges, general manager of the Mersey Docks 
& Harbour Board, and Mr. J. R. Young, a director of 
Vickers. Ltd.. and Vickers-Armstrongs, Ltd. The C.B.E. 
has been awarded to Mr. James Alexander, general manager 
and secretary, Belfast Harbour Commissioners, Mr, J. W. 
Elliott, chairman of Swan, Hunter & Wigham Richardson, 
Ltd... Mr. H. O. Roberts, Ministry of Transvort Freight 
Market Representative, a director of the Baltic Exchange 
and former president of the Institute of Chartered Ship 
brokers, and Mr. George Wood, chairman of Thomas W. 
Ward, Ltd Mr. H. B. Hamilton, managing director of 
Mitchell Cotts & Co, (East Africa), Ltd., and a director of 
Mitchell Cotts & Co. (Middle East), Ltd., and Mitchell Cotts 
& Co. (Far East). Ltd., has been awarded the C.M.G. for 
public services in Kenya. 

Recipients of the included Mr. A. H. J. Bown, 
general manager and clerk, River Wear Commissioners, Mr. 
W. H. Buchannan, general manager, R. & H. Green & Silley 
Weir. Ltd., Royal Albert Dock, London, Cant. J. D. F. 
Elvish, principal marine superintendent, Clan Line Steamers, 
Ltd., Mr. William Harding, lately chief engineer officer of 
the Queen Elizabeth, Mr. R. 8S. Heesom, general secretary, 
British Sailors’ Society, Mr. W. B. Johnstone, director, 
Alexander Stephen & Sons, Ltd... Mr. William Lockhart, 
chief engineer officer of the Edinburgh Castle, commo 
dore chief engineer of the Union-Castle Mail Steamshiv Co., 
Ltd., and Mr. G. T. W. Whitehead, assistant general 
manager, Johnson & Phillips, Ltd 

The M.B.E. has been awarded to Mr. D. M. Barclay, 
manager, Mountstuart Dry Docks, Ltd., Mr. J. S. Gillies, 
assistant engineer manager, William Doxford & Sons, Ltd., 
Mr. J. E. Harland, chief engineer officer of the Rowanbank 
Capt. A. W. Kay, lately master of the Granta, Cant. John 
McKinlay, master of the Anshun, Mr. T. G. Pearce, works 
manager, C. H. Bailey, Ltd., Mr. W. H. Ritch, chief radio 
officer of the Mahronda, Mr. Telfar Ritchie, commercial 
manager, Barclay, Curle & Co., Ltd., and Mr. W. R. Snell, 
production manager, main diesel works, Ruston & Hornsby, 
Ltd 





Ships at the Model Engineer Exhibition 


Marine models will be the chief attraction this vear at 
the Model Engineer Exhibition, to be held at the New 
Royal Horticultural Hall, Westminster, from August 22 to 
September 1. The central feature of the exhibition will be 
a water tank, 30 ft, by 40 ft. for showing models in action 
and under sailing conditions Radio controlled ships will 
take a prominent part and the organisers are trying to 
overcome the difficulties involved in) providing wind, so 
that it may be possible to demonstrate the sailing of yachts 
and prototype ships under radio control. It has also been 
suggested that power boats entered in’ the competition 
section should be tested in the tank for “‘towrove”’ pull 
to prove the power of the engine and its suitability for the 
hull in which it is fitted. Introduction of tests of this kind 
would require consent from the model owners and an un 
official survey of the views of intending competitors is being 
sought. 





AN ADVISORY Committee, representative of both employers 
and employees, has decided on a scheme to provide basic 
courses of study for workers on the Tees Docks directly 
engaged in vort work A course of lectures dealing with the 
nractical asvects of loading and. disc harging shivs, ware 
bousing and ancillary services will begin in September at 
he Constantine Technical College, Middlesbrough. 
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UNION-CASTLE MAIL STEAMSHIP CO., LTD. 


UPWARD TREND OF COSTS 


Sir Vernon Thomson on Tonnage Replacement Problems 


THE annual general meeting of the Union-Castle Mail 
Steamship Co., Ltd., was held; on June 7 in London, 
Sir F. Vernon Thomson, Bt., G.B.E. (the chairman), 
presiding. The chairman, in the course of his speech, 
said 

The report of the directors and the audited accounts 
of the company for the year ended December 31, 1950, 
set out clearly the position of the company and of the 
group as a whole. 

The net profit for the year 1950, after providing for 
debenture interest, depreciation, ete., amounted = to 
£1,478,579- half a million less than for 1949. The net 
profit for the group, for all services, was £1,576,096. 
That represents the very moderate return of approxi 
mately 8} per cent on the real capital of over 
£19,000,000 employed in the business, namely, share 
capital, reserves and debenture capital. Our profits are 
earned by efficient service, modern ships, large turnover 
ind good value given; they are small per unit handled. 

The gross earnings of the company and its subsidiaries 
were somewhat higher in 1950 than in the preceding 
vear, the reduction in profits being in the main due 
to the substantial increases in running costs. At the 
innual meeting a year ago I pointed out the serious 
effect which increases in operating costs would have 
upon the company’s trading for 1950, mentioning in 
particular the increase in oil fuel prices. 

The voyage costs of Union-Castle ships in 1950 
showed an increase of more than £1,200,000 over similar 
costs in 1949. This was mainly accounted for by the 
increased cost of oil fuel, repairs and maintenance, 
wages, port charges and cargo handling. Unfortu 
nately far from falling, the trend of costs continues 
definitely upwards. 


Shipbuilding Costs 


Shipbuilding costs have continued to rise throughout 
the year; they have risen steadily during the past 
fifteen years. The national rearmament now planned 
defers any prospect of early easement. To maintain the 
company’s high standard the regular replacement of 
older and less efficient ships is essential, and vessels 
now cost at least three times as much as their fore 
runners. The Inland Revenue, wear and tear, or 
depreciation allowance, which is based upon the 
original cost of ships, is by itself quite inadequate to 
provide for the construction of such replacement 
tonnage; it is thus necessary to make additional pro 
vision from revenue for the difference between the 
Inland Revenue allowance and the actual cost of 
replacing ships in due course. Only by ploughing back 
into the business a substantial part of the company’s 
earnings can we provide and maintain the high-class 
costly tonnage necessary to meet expanding require 
ments of the trades we serve. The company has three 
passenger and cargo vessels building at present. Apart 
from these three, our existing fleet (which includes 
several vessels built since the war) cost approximately 
£26,000,000. To replace it at today’s prices would cost 
well over £60,000,000. Replacement in due course of 
obsolescent ships by new tonnage at the high costs 
current in these inflationary times is the most serious 
concern of the British shipping industry today. Some 
alleviation in the present incidence of taxation on 
profits retained in the business and used for building 
new tonnage in existing conditions is clearly requisite 

otherwise the tonnage of the British Mercantile 
Marine will inevitably diminish. 

£1,000,000 has been transferred to general reserve, 
and after payment of the preference dividends and the 
proposed dividend of 10 per cent) on the ordinary 
stock, the balance carried forward is increased by 


approximately £250,000 to £1,925,739. In recommend 
ing a distribution of 10 per cent (2 per cent more than 
for 1949) the directors have had in mind not only the 
foregoing facts but also the desirability of paying a 
dividend which, circumstances permitting, they hope 
to maintain. 

The company’s fleet has been maintained at its 
usual high standard of efficiency during the year and 
was operated without serious mishap. The regular 
weekly mail service between Southampton and Cape 
Town was performed throughout the year in accordance 
with the ocean mail contract with the Union Govern 
ment. The company now operates one of the finest 
passenger liner fleets in the world. 


New Tonnage 


During the year satisfactory progress was made in 
the construction of the two vessels which were ordered 
early in 1950 for the Round Africa service. The first 
of these, the Rhodesia Castle, was successfully launched 
at Belfast on April 5, 1951, by Mrs. K. M. Goodenough 
(wife of the High Commissioner for Southern Rhodesia), 
who graciously named the vessel. This ship is due to 
be delivered in September, 1951, and to sail in October 
in the Round Africa service. The second of the two, 
the Kenya Castle, is due to be launched a fortnight 
hence, when Lady Mitchell, wife of the Governor of 
Kenya, has consented to perform the naming ceremony; 
this ship should be delivered about the end of the year 
for employment in the Round Africa service. 

These ships will cost well over £2,000,000 each and 
as a ship has a limited service life we have to provide 
not less than £100,000 per annum per vessel (and 
possibly more, dependent upon the course of shipbuild 
ing costs) towards their replacement before any profit 
is earned out of which to pay interest on the capital 
employed or to strengthen the company’s reserves. An 
order has been placed with Harland & Wolff, Ltd., for 
a third vessel of the Rhodesia Castle type and we hope 
that she will be delivered well before the end of 1952. 


Passenger and Cargo Traffic 


The volume of passenger traffic during 1950) was 
slightly higher than for the previous year, more par 
ticularly to and from East Africa, and we trust that 
the introduction of our fine new one-class vessels in 
this trade will result in further improvement in our 
passenger carryings. The attractions of Southern Africa 
to visitors throughout the year are well known, while 
the Round Africa voyage by one of our passenger 
vessels, with its calls at many interesting places en 
route, provides a pleasant and restful holiday which is 
hecoming increasingly popular. 

Coastwise traffic between ports in South and East 
Africa showed an appreciable increase. To this, the 
Bloemfontein Castle, which has carried large numbers 
of passengers on excursions between South African 
ports and Beira, has contributed substantially. Cargo 
traftic between United Kingdom/Continent and South 
and East Africa was variable during 1950. There was 
a paucity of cargo in the U.S.A./South Africa service. 

The Union has achieved remarkable success in 
securing a closer balance of overseas payments and in 
advancing the economic wellbeing of that great 
country. All sincere well-wishers of South Africa, and 
especially partners in its progress like ourselves, con 
fidently look forward to still further progress and 
development. 

During 1950 and since, congestion has occurred at 
certain South and East African ports, with consequent 
expensive delays to vessels; the responsible authorities 
in the territories concerned are fully alive to the 
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necessity for eradicating this serious impediment to the 
economic development of their respective countries, and 
strenuous efforts are being made to improve facilities 
in order to ensure a freer flow of traffic. These im 
provements in facilities are urgently required to keep 
pace with the impressive strides which are being made 
in the development of the resources of the African 
territories we serve. 


Rates of Freight and Passenger Fares 


A year ago I mentioned that the ge increase 
in Our passage rates was less than 75 per cent and 
in our freight rates less than 100 per cent above the 
prewar level. At that time our running costs were 
over 200 per cent above prewar. As already indicated, 
they are still rising rapidly. 

The increases which have been taking place in world 
market rates of freight appear to have led many to 
believe that liner companies were benefiting correspond 
ingly, but this is not so. While tramp rates of freight 
on bulk cargoes fluctuate almost daily according to 
world market conditions, liner companies aim at main 
taining stability of rates with regularity of service, 
irrespective of day-to-day fluctuations; these do not 
ordinarily follow world) market rates, but obviously 
must be at an economic level. In exceptional times 
like these, the territories we serve benefit especially 
by this policy. Moreover, from time to time liner com 
panies require to supplement their berth tonnage by 
chartering tramp vessels, and the cost of so doing in 
present conditions is far in excess of existing liner rates 
of freight. 


ivera 


Conference Freight Rates 


The East African Conference, of which this company 
is a member, increased its rates generally as from 
March 1, 1951. Although warranted by the substantially 
higher operating expenses, a world trend today, the 
South African Liner Conference is the only major 
conference which has not yet increased its rates of 
freight. A moderate increase, however, will operate 
from July 1, 1951. 

We are fortunate in our relations with all Govern 
mental authorities, notably Ministers, overseas repre 
sentatives and officials, and we are happy to cooperate 
with them in a spirit of goodwill for the benefit of the 
peoples and territories with which we are associated. 

On behalf of my colleagues and myself I should like, 
is on previous occasions, to express our warm appre 
ciation of the splendid service rendered by the com 
pany’s staffs in this country, afloat and overseas. 

The report was adopted. 





100 Years of Houlders 


To commemorate its centenary, Houlder Bros, & Co., Ltd.. 
has produced a handsome volume entitled 100 Years of 
Houlders, compiled by Mr. Edward F,. Stevens, with a fore 
word by Mr. Walter C. Warwick, the chairman, whose 
personal association with the firm began in 1911 when the 
late Lord Furness acquired a controlling interest in’ the 
company, appointing Mr, Warwick one of the managing 
directors. The firm was founded in 1849 by Mr. Edwin 
Savory Houlder, and its development as a pioneer in many 
trades makes an interesting story of enterprise and adven 
ture. The development of the fleet from chartered sailing 
vessels to modern refrigerated cargo liners is clearly traced 
and fully illustrated. 





** Looker-On,”’ writing in the June issue of the P.L.A. 
Monthly, says: ** Near where the vresent Charing Cross Pier 
is now moored against the Victoria Embankment there used 
to be in 1847 the Hungerford Market Steam Pier. It pro 
vided an up-river service every quarter of an hour to West 
minster, Vauxhall, Battersea and Chelsea operated by the 
Diamond Packets; another ran down-river to Gravesend. 
For the Great Exhibition of 1851 a steamer cailed the Gemini 
was specially built at a cost of £14,000. This vessel had two 
parallel iron hulls and between them was the paddle wheel. 
The Gemini was licensed for 916 passengers, but on her trials 
was unable to stem the tide and thus never plied for hire.” 
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New Ore Discharging Berth 
Developments in Birkenhead Docks 


A NeW pBeRTH for the discharge of vessels carrying iron ore 
is being constructed at the north side of the Bidston Dock, 
Birkenhead, by the Mersey Docks & Harbour Board to meet 
the iron ore requirements of John Summers & Sons, Ltd., 
who are erecting new blast furnace plant at their Hawarden 
Bridge Steel Works at Shotton, near Chester. The length 
of the quay is 1,000 ft., and when completed it will be 
possible to berth two ore-carry.ng ships there simultaneously. 
The draught of water will permit vessels carrying 10,000 
tons of ore to discharge at the quay. The Board is at present 
adapting the quay to carry the great weights involved. It 
is providing four sets of railway lines parallel to the quay, 
and sidings which will accommodate 344 25-tons hopper 
wagons specially designed for the carriage of ore. It will 
be possible to handle wagons of 50 tons capacity, and it is 
probable these may be used ultimately. 

The discharging of the ore from the ship into wagons will 
be carried out by two electric transporter cranes of the most 
modern type. These cranes will have a lifting capacity of 
124 tons, about half the weight being that of the grab and 
the other half the ore which the grab will lift. The grab 
will deliver into a hopper attached to the transporter, which 
can load wagons on any of the four sets of railway lines. 
The ore can also be delivered to a stocking ground running 
parallel with the lines 140 ft. from the quayside. The 
operator will travel backwards and forwards in a cabin above 
the grab, and will be able to see precisely where he wishes 
to land the grab, which he will be able to rotate in the holds 
of the ships. 

t is thought that the steelworks will require deliveries 
to begin in 1952, and that these two modern transporters 
will deal with at least 850,000 tons of iron ore per annum, 
enabling ships to be discharged in a time hitherto unknown 
in the United Kingdom. Additional transporters will be 
erected when the steelworks plant comes into full production, 
requiring possibly up to 1,500,000 tons of iron ore per annum. 


New Oilseed Plant 


At the meeting of the Mersey Docks & Harbour Board 
on May 3 last, it was reported that a portion of the quay 
space at the south side, Bidston Dock, and about 62 acres 
of the back land, had been leased to J. Bibby & Sons, Ltd.. 
for the loading, discharging, processing, ete., of oilseeds, 
grain, ete., for 99 years with options to renew. J. Bibby 
& Sons, Ltd., state that when looking to the development 
of their present factory they came to the conclusion that 
no suitable opportunity presented itself for such a purpose 
on their existing site in Liverpool. They therefore looked 
for a site not only having greater space but also more 
immediate access to a deep water quay. The Bidston Dock 
site which they have now leased from the Mersey Docks & 
Ilarbour Board fulfils many of their requirements, but there 
will be many difficulties to be overcome before the site can 
be fully developed. It is not expected that there will be 
immediate building operations and, in fact, the project. is 
necessarily a long-term one. The factory to be established 
there will be basically for the same purpose as the existing 
seed crushing factory at Liverpool, but as time goes on it 
is to be expected that technical develooments will lead to 
a general widening of the range of products produced there. 
Surveying is shortly to take place as the first stage in siting 
the various buildings which will constitute the whole layout. 





British Tanker Contract for the Netherlands 


Two steam tankers, each of 28,000 tons deadweight, have 
been ordered from the Netherlands Shipbu.lding & Dry Dock 
Company, of Amsterdam, by Rispond Tankers, Ltd., a 
company formed in Edinburgh recently and associated with 
Mr, R. C. Geddes. The vessels are due for delivery in 1954. 
They will be propelled by Parsons steam turbines of 12,500 
s.h.p., giving a service speed of 17 knots. The dimensions 
are 610 ft. length b.v., 91 ft. beam and 44 ft. 6 in. depth. 
These vessels are believed to be the first ordered by a British 
company from a foreign shivyard since before the Second 
World War, if contracts for tankers from the Royal Dutch 
Shell group are excluded. 





Work is nearing completion at the Mercantile Dry Dock 
Co., Ltd., Jarrow, on the conversion of the Zinnia from a 
naval repair ship to a cargo shin. The vessel belongs 
to the Stag Line, of North Shields, and on her first 
voyage after conversion will go to America for a cargo of 
sulphur. 
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Royal Mail Lines, Ltd. 
RESUMPTION OF MEAT SHIPMENTS 


Mr. Walter Warwick on the More Hopeful 
Outlook 


THe 19th annual general meeting of Royal Mail Lines, 
Ltd., was held on June 8 at Royal Mal House, 
Leadenhall Street, London, E.C., Mr. Walter C. 
Warwick (the chairman) presiding. 

Supplementing his statement circulated with the 
report and accounts, the chairman said : 

t is a matter of real satisfaction to know that ship 
ments of meat both from the Argentine and Uruguay 
have now been resumed, so that we are able to take 
a more hopeful view of trading prospects for the current 
financial year. 


Reduced Earnings 


Our reduction of earnings resulting from the loss 
of meat shipments from July ;to December last, after 
crediting substituted cargo, amounted to over £500,000, 
and but for this unfortunate factor, which you will 
appreciate was completely bevond our control, our 
accounts for the past year would have shown an increase 
over 1949 instead of a reduction of some £450,000. 
There was a satisfactory increase in passage money 
receipts but this, unfortunately, was largely offset by 
substantial increases for fuel, maintenance repairs and 
stores, and these latter factors, I am sorry to say, 
continue with a still considerable increasing tendency 
for the present financial year. These extra costs will 
only be partially offset by the increase recently brought 
into effect on general cargo freights both from this 
country and on the homeward voyages. 


I emphasise these factors to illustrate the difficulty 
of attempting any forecast at all in regard to 1951 
(which has, of course, got off to a bad start, as meat 
shipments have only just been resumed) but subject 
always to the continuance of regular meat shipments 
your directors are hopeful that there will have been 
no further recession in our trading profits when our 
next accounts come up for consideration. 


Remittances from Argentina and Brazil 


The only other point regarding the accounts which 
I think I need particularly mention this morning ts 
the question of remittances of freights and passage 
monies both from Brazil and the Argentine. At the 
end of last year the total monies awaiting remittance 
from Argentina and Brazil amounted to no less than 
£500,000, and despite spasmodic remittances during 
the first months of 1951 the balance rose very con 
siderably. Substantial remittances have, however, 
recently come to hand, and there seems good reason 
to hope that further amounts will be released from 
time to time, thus avoiding serious embarrassment that 
might otherwise arise. 


I am also glad to report that the Brazilian decree 
which required freight on outward cargo to that 
country to be paid in cruzeiros has now been suspended. 
This removes the chief cause of the accumulation of 
currency in Brazil and it is greatly to be hoped that 
we have heard the last of this decree. 


New Vessel Ordered 


You will have noted from the statement circulated 
with the accounts that we have been negotiating for 
the construction of a new ship for the North Pacific 
Coast service, and IT am now able to tell you that a 
definite order has been placed with Harland & Wolff 
for the building of this ship in Belfast. 

The report and accounts were unanimously adopted, 
and the other formal business having been transacted, 
the proceedings terminated with a cordial vote of 
thanks to the chairman, directors, management and 
staff, ashore and afloat 


BOOK REVIEWS 


The Shipbrokers’ Register. (The Shipbrokers’ Register, 14 
Trinity Square, London, E.C.3.) 

The 16th (1951) edition of this important volume contains 
the names, addresses, telephone numbers, etc., of every 
known bona fide shipbroker and chartering agent throughout 
19 European countries, the Mediterranean, Africa, the 
Atlantic Islands and some countries of the Near East. In 
all, some 1,000 ports are covered and an index to these is 
provided, The book, which is excellently printed, is avail 
able from six European agents, thus obviating the usual 
currency difficulties. 


Indian Shipping Annual for 1951, by K. B. Vaidya. (Pub 
lished by K. B. Vaidya, Gaumukh Bhuwan, Masjid 
Station Bridge, Mandvi, Bombay 9. TK. representa 
tives: Luzac & Co., Ltd., 4 Great Russell Street, 
London, W.C.1. Price, 26s. 6d.) 


This is the first edition of an ambitious yearbook dealing 
with Indian shipping. It contains a large amount of infor 
mation on various matters of interest to the Indian shipping 
community, including many articles on a wide variety of 
subjects. Perhaps the most useful part of this publication, 
from a practical point of view, is the section devoted to the 
ports of India. Detailed information is given about some 
1) ports on the Indian coast and islands. 


Destins Industriels du Monde, by Albert Ducroeq, (Editions 
Berger-Levraut, 5 rue Auguste-Comte, Paris 6. Price, 
560 francs.) 


This unusual book considers in some detail the principal 
factors that are likely to influence the future of world 
industry in relation to the principal economic and _ political 
developments, It is written in non-technical language, 
calculated to arouse the interest as well as inform § the 
ordinary reader It deals with the world resources of 
industrial energy and power, transport, metals and other 
raw materials; considers the problem of population and the 
needs of the human race; and finally analyses the differences 
between the American and Soviet methods of planning the 
future of industry. 





RECENT PUBLICATIONS 


Associated Lead Manufacturers, Ltd., Ibex House, 
Minories, London, E.C.3, have published a new booklet des 
cribing their products. 


The June issue of J. L. News, vublished by the J. 
Lauritzen Company, of Copenhagen, contains the second 
article in a series dealing with seamen’'s schools throughout 
the world. 

A new leaflet from David Brown Machine Tools, Ltd., des 
cribes the David Brown-Muir M.T.-V spline hobbing machine, 
which is also capable of producing a wide range of spur 
years and helical wears, 

A Railway Standard Charges Scale, showing rates for all 
classes at all mileages from 6 to 750, has been published by 
the Railway & Shipping Publishing Co., Ltd., 12 Cherry 
Street, Birmingham 2, price 15s. 

The David Brown Foundries Company, of Penistone, near 
Shetheld, has produced a handsome coloured handbook 
dealing with the composition, properties, manufacture and 
application of **Taurus”’ bronze castings, which features un 
usual coloured illustrations showing the structure of various 
types of bronzes and alloys 


Sharples Centrifuges, Ltd., have issued Bulletin No, 351, 


which deals with the Sharples *‘* Super purification of 
heavy boiler oil for use in diesel engines. The ** Super ” 
centrifuge has a ** one-pass * tubular bowl in which the cen 
trifugal treatment of the boiler oil is carried out in one 
pass through a single machine. It has been applied to the 
purification of fuel oils of viscosities up to 3,500 Sees. Red. 

A useful pamphlet has been produced by the Marconi 
International Marine Communication Co., Ltd. Entitled 
** Radiolocation—Some Notes on Target Response and 
Recognition,’ it endeavours to collate, in a presentable and 
easily readable form, the practical experience in the inter 
pretation of radar pictures that has been accumulated in 
recent years. Information has been drawn both from pub 
lished work and from the reports of officers at sea, and the 
result is creditable. Radar observing demands both know 
ledge and skill, and this pamphlet forms a good introduction 
to the subject 
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Moor Line, Ltd. 


Strong Financial Position 


THE 30th annual general meeting of Moor Line, Ltd., 
was held on June 6 at Neweastle-upon-Tyne, Viscount 
Runciman, the chairman, presiding. The following ts 
an extract from his circulated statement : 

I have pleasure in submitting the directors’ report 
and accounts of the company for the year ended Decem 
ber 31, 1950. They are in the same form as those for 
1949 which are shown for comparison. In my state 
ment on the 1949 accounts I referred to the general fall 
in freights during that year. This fall continued 
through the early part of 1950 and was only arrested 
by the increase in the demand for tonnage resulting 
from the outbreak of fighting in Korea and the general 
widespread stockpiling of raw materials which followed. 
The voyages whose results appear in the accounts now 
before you all started before the month of September 
when freights first began to rise, and indeed cover a 
period during which freights were at a lower average 
level than at any time since trading was resumed 
after the war. The trading profits are thus much below 
those of 1949. 

The rapid and continued rise in freights which started 
towards the end of last year has resulted in greatly 
increased revenue over the first months of this year and 
there are, as yet, no signs of freights falling. 


Strength of the Fleet 


At the outbreak of the last war the company owned 
15 ships of a total of rather over 130,000 deadweight 
tons. Today we own 8 ships of a total of under 77,000 
deadweight tons. Since the end of 1950 we have placed 
orders for three ships totalling about 28,000 deadweight 
tons, for delivery in 1953 and 1954, by which time our 
older tonnage will be reaching an age when we should 
normally be considering its replacement. So even if 
we treat the new ships on order as additions to our 
present fleet and keep all that we now have, our totals 
then will only be 11 ships and 105,000 deadweight tons, 
or about three-quarters of what we had in 1939, 


Strong Financial Position 


The dividend recommended is 12) per cent, the same 
rate as last year. 

The balance sheet as a whole reflects the very strong 
financial position of your company and it is a source 
of satisfaction that this has been maintained and even 
improved during a period of relatively low freight 
levels. 

Our success would, as we gratefully acknowledge, 
have been impossible without the loyalty, energy and 
skill of those who serve the company both ashore and 
afloat. On your behalf as well as on that of the direc 
tors and myself 1 am glad to take this opportunity of 
expressing to them our thanks, 

The report was adopted. 








ECONOMIC INSURANCE 


ce. Cre. 
ESTD. 1901 
SUBSCRIBED CAPITAL - 
PAID-UP CAPITAL - 
The company have in addition 
A RESERVE FUND OF - 
ASSETS EXCEED - 


£1 000,000 
£250,000 


£750,000 
£5,000 ,000 


Fire - Life - Accident - Marine 
Head Office: 
105, FENCHURCH STREET, LONDON, E.C.3 
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P.& O. Steam Navigation Co.,Ltd. 


Sir William Currie’s Statement 


THE 111th annual meeting of the Peninsular & Oriental 
Steam Navigation Co., Ltd., was held in London on 
June 6, Sir Wilham Crawford Currie in the chair. 

The chairman said that the suspension of initial 
allowances on expenditure meurred after April 5, 1952, 
had been received with consternation by certain sections 
of the shipping industry. While the financial position 
of the P. & O. group was strong, showing investments 
of ‘£33 mn. compared with liabilities of less than £15 
mn. for ships actually under construction, the con 
solidated balance sheet did not tell the whole story. 
Seven companies in the group had liabilities for ships 
under construction exceeding their investments by 
nearly £2 mn. These companies had received over 
£45 mn. in tax relief on initial allowances. Without 
that tax relief they would thus have had a deficiency 
of about £6) mn. It was evident from those figures 
how important a factor the initial allowance relief 
might be in deciding whether or not to replace obso 
lescent tonnage. 

The current replacement cost of the fleet was of in 
terest, not so much in its effect on the break-up value 
of the deferred stock, but in relation to the amount 
annually required to replace the fleet. If depreciation 
based only on original cost were charged against profits 
and the balance distributed, the company could not 
survive. The additional amounts set aside, although 
technically reserves, were nevertheless — necessary 
charges against profits. Over the past three years, the 
amounts set aside by the group for depreciation, as 
transfers to replacement of assets reserves, and even 
after charging the tax relief on initial allowances, were 
less than the amounts required as depreciation based 
on the replacement cost of the group fleets. 

At the date of the balance sheet, group shipbuilding 
commitments amounted to £17,700,000, compared with 
£27,000,000 twelve months earlier. By March 31, how 
ever, the group commitments had risen to £30,000,000 
through the cost of new ships ordered, including the 
two new ships of the Himalaya class. 37 per cent of 
the group fleet was under five years old at September, 
compared with 384 per cent in 1949. 17 per cent of 
group tonnage was over 25 years old, however, and it 
was the consistent concern of the respective boards to 
replace these obsolescent ships conveniently and as 
economically as possible. 


Turnround in Australian Ports 


The chairman last year expressed the hope that they 
would shortly see some improvement in the turnround 
of ships in Australian ports. In that hope they had 
been disappointed. The latest figures available showed 
that in the first quarter of this year the number of 
days which a ship had to spend in Australian ports to 
discharge a given quantity of cargo was higher even 
than in the corresponding period last year. A cargo 
ship taking 10,000 freight tons to Australia now re 
quired on average, 45 days to discharge, which was at 
least twice as long as he considered it should take 
under present conditions. A similar ship would be dis 
charged in this country within a fortnight. The 
cumulative effect was, on a conservative estimate, 
equivalent to the loss of about 18 ships for a whole year. 

Despite the very high prices ruling for the construe 
tion of liner tonnage the group must be equipped with 
an adequate number of ships to lift their share of 
cargo in the trades where they had participated for so 
many years. Delays experienced in loading and dis 
charging at ports of call had serious consequences for 
shipowners for, obviously, if each round voyage took 
longer than formerly, more ships were required to carry 
the same volume of cargo in a year. With more ships 
to do the same work the cost of transporting the cargo 
was greater, since the earnings in a year were no 
greater, and the shipowner saw a _ reduction in the 
return on the capital invested in the particular trade. 
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FUTURE OF THE HELICOPTER 


A FORECAST OF DEVELOPMENTS IN GREAT BRITAIN 


By E. N. B. BENTLEY 


lure rirst report of the Interdepartmental Helicopter 
Committee, appointed by the Minister of Civil Aviation 
in August 1948, was made public earlier this year. This 
committee of fifteen, under; the chairmanship of Sir 
George Cribbett, consisted of representatives of the 
British Air Charter Association, British European At 
ways Corporation, the General Post) Office, and the 
Ministries of Civil Aviation and Supply. 
heard not only from representatives of some of these 


Evidence was 


organisations, but also from helicopter manufacturers, 
such as the Bristol Aeroplane Co., Ltd., the Cierva 
Autogiro Co., Ltd., Fairey Aviation, Ltd., and West 
land Aireraft, Ltd., and from the British civil air 
attache in Washington. The terms of reference of the 
committee were : 


To consider in relation to present and likely future develop 

ment of the helicopter 
(a) the prospects of its Tuture commercial Use on internal 
ir services in the United Kingdom and other fields 


of potential use nd the effeet.on air services Cnelud 


ing aerodrome requirements); 

(b) the related programmes of development of the heli 
copter and experimental work on equinment required 
' successtul 


o achieve the necessary regularity for 


operat n 

The report covers the following six main aspects of 
the subject the present status of helicopter develop 
ment; the operational characteristics of the helicopter; 
vround organisation and navigational aids: economics: 
field of operation; and general conclusions. — Present 
United Kingdom includes — the 
gristol Type 171) helicopter carrying three or four 
people; the Skeeter (two-seater) ind W.11 
(24-seater); the Fairey Gyrodyne four-seater and the 
Westland-Sikorsky S.51) four seater. These were 
lescribed in) THe SuHipeiInc Worip of February 15, 
1950. Of the four British designs, the Gyrodyne and 
the Air Horse have had fatal accidents and the Gvro 


Sritish 


levelopment in_ the 


Cierva 


ivne project has been abandoned. The only 
helicopter to be granted a certificate of airworthiness 
for carrying fare-paying passengers is the American 
designed S.51. The committee state that 


satistied that progress to date and future 


* nevertheless 


Wwe ire 


trends of development hold out considerable promise 


of helicopters suitable for commercial use in the coming 
vears.”" 
New Helicopters 


Bristol 173 


twin-engined 10; 12-passenger helicopter, a twin-rotored 


Among the future developments is_ the 


version of the 171, which was expected to fly early this 
year. Another is the Cierva W.LL.T, a) twin-engined 
triple rotored 30/36 passenger helicopter, a develop 
ment of the Air Horse. A project from Fairey is the 
Rotodyne, with two propeller-turbine engines and 
irrying 23 passengers. No new Westland project. ts 
mentioned in the report, although they are advertising 
in improved Sikorsky type $8.55, with the much 
increased capacity of 12) passengers, for a relatively 
small increase in power. One of the most important 
factors in” British helicopter developments is the 
British European) Airways Corporation Helicopter 
Experimental Unit, which operates three Sikorskys and 
two Bell helicopters, the latter being an American two 
This unit ran an experimental mail service for 
two months in the winter of 1948.) From October 1949 
to April 1950 a night mail service was successfully 
Peterborough and Norwich, — tn 
Norfolk. And in June last year a passenger service 
was inaugurated between Cardiff and Liverpool, and 
this was continued through the winter, until the end 
of March this year. These extensive trials in all con 
ditions have resulted in the certificate of airworthiness 


seater. 


operated between 


of the 
flying 

Regarding the operational characteristics of — the 
helicopter, it is concluded that the services should be 
of relatively short range between 50 and 300 miles 
and of high frequency. Helicopters should operate 
from town centre to town centre and, following from 
this, it was universally agreed that they should have 
at least two engines, with the implied ability to keep 
flying on one engine if the other stopped. Trials by the 
B.E.A.C. Helicopter Experimental Unit indicate that 
the Decea Navigator is very promising for helicopter 
operations and the fact that it makes use of existing 
Decea chains has an important bearing on the cost of 
this aid. 


helicopters in-use being endorsed for blind 


Ground Organisation 


It is expected that, as regards ground organisation, 
the existing air traffic control arrangements at— the 
airports can cope with helicopter traffic, as well as 
the normal aeroplane traffic, until helicopters become 
much more numerous than they are at present. When 
helicopter traffic is fully developed, it will need its own 
landing areas and landing control system. The recom 
mended size of landing area for helicopters is 300 ft. 
by 300 ft., or else an L-shaped or T-shaped area giving 
two alighting areas each 300 ft. by 150 ft. The clear 
ance surrounding this area should give free approach 
over an angle of 26 degrees to the ground (i.e., a slope 
of Lin 2). Perhaps one of the outstanding recommenda 
tions is that ‘‘ we should from the outset require 
manufacturers to produce helicopters to fit) landing 
areas, and not to rely on landing areas being provided 
to fit helicopters.” It is a pity that such advice was 
not applied to the transport aeroplane as well. The 
committee is of the opinion that all helicopter landings 
will be made in visual conditions, either in full daylight 

with the use of lights. This is not in accord with 

popular conception that the 

its ability to fly slowly and hover, can operate 
safely in conditions of low visibility. Another blow to 
the popular belief is the committee’s opinion that roof 
Existing 
considerations — of 
strength, among other things, and a building designed 


helicopter, because 


top operations are not feasible at present. 


buildings are unsuitable, from 


for the purpose would cost about 40 times as much as 


Passengers about to embark on a BEA S.51 helicopter at 
Speke Airport, Liverpool, for Cardiff 
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to ROME. Also, BEA fly scheduled services to Paris: to Amster- ~ 
dam, Hamburg and Copenhagen : and to Brussels and Hanover. In 
fact, BEA operate the largest scheduled freight service in Europe, 
covering seven countries in all. Goods are also carried on all BEA 
passenger services. CARGO RATES are very reasonable. For example, the rate from London to Nice is 
only 2 7d. per kg. When you consider the speed: the lower packaging costs and insurance charges: the smaller 
risk of damage: and all the incidental advantages of immediate delivery, this is a very favourable rate. For full 
details apply to your Freight Agent, any BEA office ; or just telephone WEStern 7227 or WAXlow 4311. 
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a ground site. Floating platforms on rivers or lakes, 
however, are a promising alternative. 

In considering the vitally important subject of 
helicopter economics, it is stated that, in the lack of 
experience of commercial helicopter operation, this 
must be based largely on assumptions. One assumption 
is that, for orders of about 100 helicopters, the price 
would be «bout £3 per Ib. of gross weight, although it 
is admitted that one manufacturer stated that £5 was 
a more realistic figure. Personally, I think even the 
latter figure is too low for a twin-engined twin-rotored 
helicopter, with all its extra complication in trans 
mission and rotor blade control. A complete estimate 
of costs, including all overheads and based on Peter 
Masefield’s cost analysis methods, is given. From this 
it appears that the 10/12-passenger helicopter 
operating over a 150-miles stage length, with an annual 
utilisation of 2,000 flying hours, would cost just under 
one shilling per capacity ton mile. This is reckoned to 
he too high a figure for economic operation and a 20 
passenger helicopter, operating at about 6d. per 
capacity ton mile, is considered to be the smallest size 
for commercial operation, 


Cross-Country Services 


The field) of operation recommended for initial 
helicopter services is on cross-country routes of high 
traffic potential, and not on routes radiating from 
London, on which highly developed ground transport 
is available. Another knock to popular belief is given 
in the statement that helicopter communications 
between city centres and existing aerodromes is likely 
to be expensive and more suitable for taxi than 
scheduled services. Examples of time saved by heli 
copter services on cross-country routes are: Glasgow 
Manchester, by rail 6.2 hours, by helicopter 1.8 hours; 
Glasgow-Nottingham, by rail 8.0 hours, by helicopter 
2.2 hours. It is interesting to note that the rail times, 
given above, are each one hour slower than in 1989. 
It is estimated that freight and mail services will play 
an important part in the economics of helicopter opera 
tion; mails often offering loads at times when passenger 
travel is slack (e.g., night mails). An important point 
in helicopter operations is the number of helicopters 
which will be needed, and it is the opinion that initially 
the number will not exceed 50, but will grow fairly 
quickly, once services get going, to 100 machines. These 
estimates refer to the larger 20-passenger type of 
helicopter. The committee will not hazard a guess on 


A BEA S.51 helicopter about to 
land to pick up mail 
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Unloading mail from a BEA S.51 helicopter on completion 
of a night mail run from Norwich 


the number of the smaller 10-passenger interim = types 
required, 

The general conclusions of the committee are that 
helicopter must be regarded as a coming medium 
transport for distances up to 300 miles and that 

a twin-engined 10/12-passenger helicopter can be in 
commercial use by 1954; with a 20-passenger machine 
of higher cruising speed by 1958. The former will be 
an uneconomic vehicle and is regarded as a step towards 
a commercial type, although it is estimated that even 
the 10/ 12-passenger helicopter can be operated at 
competitive rates with fixed wing aircraft on some 
Operation between centres) of towns Is 
regarded as essential and feasible. The cost of ground 
organisation should be considerably lower than that 
of fixed-wing aircraft of equivalent carrying capacity 
and frequency of operation. The committee considers 
that ** the contribution which the helicopter can make 
to our domestic transport system, combined with its 
export possibilities and inherent physical and financial 
economy in ground organisation, offers an assured basis 
for embarking on the development and production of 
helicopters suitable for commercial operation ” 

The two fundamental characteristics on which any 


services, 
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form of public transport must be judged are its safety 
and its cost. The committee admit a lack of evidence 
on costs but say nothing about an equal lack of 
evidence on safety. In the United States, where orders 
for 600 helicopters have been placed for 1951, experience 
of helicopter operations is at least ten times greater 
and probably much more. It would seem that a great 
deal of valuable evidence on safety and economy could 
have been obtained from this source, yet American 
operations are only given passing mention in the 
report. It is agreed that two engines are essential 
for safety, so that if one engine stops, the two rotors 
can be driven by the remaining engine. It has vet 
to be proved that the rotor, with its complex operating 
mechanism and fluctuating incidence throughout each 
revolution, is more reliable than the engine; and failure 
of a rotor is almost certainly fatal, whereas engine 
failure is seldom so. Not until rotor failure in a 
helicopter can be shown to be as rare as wing failure 
in an aeroplane can the helicopter be considered a 
reasonably safe vehicle for the public. 

It is easy to forget that the helicopter is still at 
an early stage of its development, compared with the 
aeroplane, and there seems a danger of its being forced 
along too rapidly, thereby jeopardising its ultimate 
prospects. The first commercial licence for a rotary 
wing aircraft was granted to the Bell Model 47, a 
single-engined single-rotor twe-seater, in America on 
March 10, 1946. The only helicopter in the United 
Kingdom to be granted a Certificate of Airworthiness 
for the public carriage of passengers was the Westland 
Sikorsky, in April 1950. All who have experience of 
such things will agree that there is a long and difficult 
stage between the first flight of an aircraft, through 
all its experimental and development flying, before it 
is finally approved by the Air Registration Board for 
the public carriage of passengers. The first 10/12 
passenger helicopter with two engines and two rotors, 
designated by the committee as an uncommercial and 
interim type, has not even flown. The commercial 
20-seater is even further away, and both are inherently 
much more complex than the single-engine single-rotor 
type so far approved. The committee may be right 
in expecting regular passenger carrying with the former 
type in 1954, but I feel that any estimate of a date 
for such operations can be nothing but guesswork until 
such aircraft have completed a good deal of flying. 


Charter Operations 


If the committee's forecast is correct, then it implies 
a complete revolution in the pattern of air transport 
in the British Isles, which will vitally affect charter 
operators. Many of them are operating former wartime 
aircraft which cost, say, £15,000 or so for a passenger 
capacity of 20. And fleet replacement is still likely, 
in most cases, to be from ex-R.A.F. or civil transports 
rather than in the form of highly priced new aircraft. 
But the most optimistic estimate of the helicopter 
committee would give a cost of over £30,000 for a 
passenger capacity of 10 to 12. A threefold increase 
in first cost per passenger carried is a burden which 
most non-subsidised charter operators would — find 
impossible for fleet replacement, however much cheaper 
the operating cost might be. Nor can they train their 
air and ground crews and completely reorganise their 
operational arrangements to suit the entirely different 
characteristics of the helicopter, at the taxpayer’s 
expense, until sufficient experience has been built up 
to offer a service to the public. A conflict between 
subsidised helicopters and  unsubsidised aeroplanes 
would make it impossible to judge the true value of 
the helicopter and would benefit neither the public 
nor the other parties concerned. 





Trans Worip Aikuines has inaugurated a new service 
from London to Detroit and Chicago. The flight, which 
will operate every Sunday, originates from Frankfurt. The 
return London-Frankfurt flight will originate in Chicago on 
Fridays. This is the first time that regular through services 
have been scheduled between London and mid-western cities. 


Air Freight Market 


Increase in Passenger Traffic 


Arrek the temvorary depression of the Whitsun veriod the 
air freight market resumed business, although the high 
pitch of activity of the first few months of the vear has 
not yet been attained. In a recent Air Charter Bulletin 
issued by E. A. Gibson & Co., Ltd., ‘t is stated that market 
conditions now are a complete reversal of those before 
Whitsun. Ue until that time demand for freight aircrafi 
had predominated the market, in contrast to the light 
demand in recent weeks. The activity chiefly comprises the 
revival of ships’ crew movements, mostly from the Far East, 
and, to a lesser extent, holiday and tourist traffic to the 
Continent. The demand in both instances has been for 
heavy aircraft, and the acute shortage of medium twin 
engined planes has not been felt. Large aircraft, however, 
are not verv economical to overate on short routes. 

Specialised aircraft, such as Halifax freighters and Bristol 
Freighters, are undergoing a bad period, and the fortunate 
operators are those with long-range convertible planes. The 
traffic to Hong Kong has completely finished—even the 
scheduled airlines have more than enough space available. 
Due to the political tension and the uncertainty of receiving 
payments, exporters are reluctant to send freight to Hong 
Kong. The high freights involved do not make the prospects 
any more attractive. 

A British charter company has acquired 23 York aircraft. 
Three of these will be brought into operation about the 
middle of this month as passenger/ freighter machines, and 
the remainder are expected to be brought on to the market 
gradually as time goes on. They will be overated with 50 
seats. The aircraft may not increase availability for 
ordinary commercial operation, as most of the Yorks are 
expected to be fully employed for some time to come on 
Government work, especially to the Far East. Over 300 
Service personnel have been fixed to fly from the United 
Kingdom to Javan, York aircraft being emvloyed. Further 
Yorks have been fixed for the carriage of Service personnel 
to the Far East during June, July and August. 

Recent fixtures reported include a Viking to carry 30 
seamen from Gothenburg to Dundee, two football teams 
from Norway to Great Britain in Norwegian DC-3s, and a 
ship’s crew from Malmo to Liverpool and another from Oslo 
to Renfrew in similar aircraft. A DC-3 was fixed for a 
ship’s crew from Valencia to London, and the crew of a 
whaling vessel was carried by a DC-3 from Neweastle to 
Oslo. As a result of dock strikes, a DC-4 was fixed from 
Melbourne to New Zealand with a cargo of wool outwards 
and a return cargo of clover seed. Inquiries are again cir 
culating for the carriage of pilgrims from various parts 
of the Middle East and Turkey to Jeddah in the autumn. 

According to Lambert Brothers, Ltd., the Anglo-Iranian 
Oil Co., Ltd., is offering free passages home and one month’s 
leave to 600 British wives and children. Eighty wives and 
children have already booked air passages. A Dakota has 
been fixed for a flight from Newcastle to Yarlesberg with 
26 seamen relieving a crew on a whaling exvedition, the 
repatriated crew returning to Newcastle on the reverse 
journey. Another Dakota carried 26 vassengers from Malta 
to Amsterdam, where it vicked up 20 seamen bound for 
London. 





What the Air Freight Shipper Should Know 


To simplify even further the procedure for dispatching air 
freight by B.O.A.C. aireraft, the Corporation has published 
a booklet containing a comvrehensive summary of infor 
mation on every aspect of air freighting likely to interest the 
shipper. The increasing number of manufacturers and other 
business concerns now sending their products by air to meet 
intense competition for overseas markets will find in the 
booklet details of all the Corvoration’s numerous facilities 
for the carriage of air freight from the U.K.. including 
special collection services, favourable insurance rates and 
special commodity rates for certain classes of goods. Infor 
mation is also given about such varied subjects as C.O.D., 
charges forward, export documents, and the maximum size 
of packages that can be accommodated in each tyve of 
B.O.A.C, aircraft. As B.O.A.C. has one of the largest net 
works of air routes, rates are quoted to over 350 points 
throughout the world, listed in alohabetical order. 





A NEW company has been formed in Canada by the David 
Brown Corporation, Ltd., known as David Brown (Canada), 
Ltd. Based on Toronto, the company initially will act as 
as a sales organisation on behalf of the gear manufacturing 
group covering Eastern Canada. 
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The Wright hand-held power saw 


Completion of the * Ville de Marseille *’ 


The passenger liner Ville de Marseille, the first of two 
building for the Bordeaux-Casablanea service of the Che. 
Generale Transatlantique, has been completed by the Forges 
et Chantiers de la Mediterranee, La Seyvne. Of 9,378 tons 
gross and 2,200 tons d.w., she has a length overall of 
5 ft. 11 in., length b.p. #45 ft. 2 in., moulded breadth 
63 ft. 10 in. and loaded draught 21 ft. 6 In. A total of 861 
passengers are accommodated in cabins, there being 151 
first, 318 second and 148 third. A Denny-Brown stabiliser 
is fitted The shiv is propelled by two sets of Parsons 
geared turbines, developing 14,000 s.h.op, and constructed by 
the shipbuilders, steam being supplied by three boilers of 
new type designed by the shipbuilders, working at a pres 
sure of 850 |b. per sq. in, and a temperature of 896 deg. | 
Two boilers will suffice at sea in normal conditions The 
service speed of 205 knots was easily exceeded on. trials 





Tue Belfast steamer Dundrum Bay, which heeled over 
while Iving in the Tyne at Tyne Dock earher this vear, has 
completed repairs at John Readhead & Sons, Ltd., South 
Shields New accommodation has been built and the vessel 
has been converted from coal to oil burning 


RECENT TECHNICAL DEVELOPMENTS 


Automatic Water Pressure System 


A new automatic water pressure system for the supply 
of water on board ship has been introduced bv Mono Pumps, 
Ltd., 67 Clerkenwell Road, London, E.C.1. When water 
drawn off lowers the pressure of air contained in the pres 
sure tank to a predetermined po.nt the Mono pump comes 
automatically into action. The vump is subsequently 
switched off when the air is compressed by the inflow of 
water to a point where the pressure switch is automatically 
thrown. No separate supvly of compressed air is necessary 
to replenish the tank since the pump, being capable of 
pumping air and water, makes up any air losses simply 
by opening the snifling valve. A balanced air and water 
volume in the pressure tank is achieved by the fitting of 

air volume control which prevents any excess of air in 

system. Either horizontal or vert.cal Mono pumps can 

supplied. The system onerates over a pressure range 
up to 65 lb. per sq. in. and can be applied to both fresh 
water and sanitary service. 


Hand-Held Power Saw 


{ new power saw weighing only 14 Ib., which can be 
operated from any 60 cu. ft, or larger air comoressor, has 
been produced by the Wright Power Saw & Tool Corporation, 
292 Longbrook Avenue, Stratford, Connecticut Entirely 
unlike conventional chain or circular saws, the new saw 
drives twin reciprocating blades over a 4in, stroke at 1,500 
strokes per minute. There is no limit to the saw’s depth of 
cut, and the width of cut is limited only by the length of 
the 21-in. blades. Because of the novel tooth design, the 
saw is equally effective for crosscutting, ripving or notching. 
Sawdust is thrown away from the operator and cannot clog 
or bind the blades. Saw teeth can be resharvened and set 
the same as any handsaw. The handle is adjustable through 
360 degrees for cutting in any vosition, and the saw stops 
instantly when the spr.ng-loaded throttle is released. 





Engravings in Acrylic Plastic Sheet 


Taylor Industries, Ltd., Rowlands Gill, Co. Durham, has 
during the past twelve months develoved a new vrocess of 
working acrylic plastic sheets in the production of decora 
tive work, ships’ plaques, coats of arms, ete., a process 
which includes reverse engraving and undercutting. There 
is quite a heavy demand for good revroductions of armorial 
bearings, crests and badges, which have hitherto been pro 
duced either by a metal or vlaster casting or carved in 
wood, The drawback to these methods has always been sus 
ceptibility to damage and discoloration. Acrylic plastic 
has the advantage here, varticularly with regard to colour 
fastness Tavlor Industries are producing a number of 
panels for Festival of Britain Exhibitions in various parts 
of the country. They also have display work for stores, 
ships’ plaques and presentation vlaques in hand for many 
prominent companies, but it is felt that the vossibilities of 
ihe material have not vet been fully explored. 





New Decca Navigator Chain 


The opening of the new North British Chain 
of Decca transmitting stations is discussed 
elsewhere in this issue of THE SHIPPING 
WORLD. This diagram shows the coverage 
now afforded by the system, and also the 
further extension of coverage which will be 
given by the South-West British Chain, now 
under construction. In addition to giving 
good coverage in the Irish Sea, the North 
British Chain gives accurate results in the im- 
portant Liverpool, Clyde, Belfast and Forth 
areas. Its scope also includes the Western Isles 
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COAL AND OIL 


THE SHELL GROUP IN 1950 


IN RECENT years the presentation given to company 
wecounts has been given considerable attention, and 
shareholde*s of many companies have received infor 
mation on their companies’ |finances in’ extremely 
ittractive little brochures, which have also contained 
letails and illustrations of the work carried out during 
the year. The annual report of The ** Shell "* Trans 
port & Trading Co., Ltd., for 1950, is in two parts: the 
iccounts are presented in the usual straightforward 
fashion, while an accompanying brochure describes 
ittractively the activities of the Shell and Royal Dutch 
group of companies during the year under review. 
The average daily rate of erude oil production In 
1950 showed a considerable increase over 1949. The 
total volume in 1950 was 18 per cent higher than in 
1949, and as much as 85 per cent higher than in 1946. 
The refinery capacity of the group throughout the world 
was increased. In the United Kingdom, the second 
phase of construction work on the Stanlow refinery 
was completed, and first stage operations were begun 
it Shell Haven, following the completion of the crude 
oil distillation unit and auxiliary treating plant. The 
total of tanker tonnage owned or time chartered by 
the group increased sharply by 1) million tons during 
1950, and by the end of the year it amounted to about 
>} million tons deadweight, of which some 2} million 
tons deadweight was owned by the Anglo-Saxon and 
Eagle Oil Companies, the two tanker operating sub 
sidiaries. Three of the group’s new 28,000-tons tankers 
were delivered during the vear, and with a further 
eleven on charter there were 14 in. service with the 
group by 1951. Six more were building or have since 
heen ordered. The new 18,000-tons general purpose 
tankers, of which #1 have been ordered, are to become 
the group's standard tanker. 


The Importance of Arabian Oil 


[HE PRESTIGE gained for the Persian oilfield by its 
possession at Abadan of the largest refinery in’ the 
world is apt to give a false impression of the import 
ince of Persian oil in world economy. Both its crude 
ind its refining capacity are certainly important-— the 
latter more so-—-but in recent years the balance in the 
Middle East has been changing. The Petroleum Press 
Bureau reports that crude production in Saudi Arabia 
rose again in April to an average of 695,121 barrels a 
lay equivalent to 34,750,000 metric tons a year— a 
rate surpassing that of Persia now or before the present 
began. Saudi \rabia thus becomes — the 
leading Middle Eastern producing country, while the 
Arabian American Oil Company has now become the 


troubles 


second most important single oil producing company 
in the world, surpassed only by Creole (Jersey Stan 
dard) in Venezuela with about 750,000 b/d. In the 
first four months of 1951 monthly output of crude in 
Saudi Arabia was: January, 17,397,000 — barrels; 
February, 17,744,000 barrels; March, 19,807,000 barrels; 
April, 20,854,000 barrels. A new discovery has recently 
been made at Ithmaniva, some 50 miles south-west of 
Abqaiq and 40 miles south of Ain Dar, but the extent 
of the field is not vet known. This discovery follows 
two in 1949 at Ain Haradh and al-Fadhili, 90 and 120 
miles respectively from Abqaiq, at present the biggest 
field in Saudi Arabia. Production from the new field 
discovered at Ain Dar in 1948 awaits construction of 
1 30-mile pipeline to Abqaiq. Should present events 
in Persia cause a hold up in Persian oil production, the 
gap might soon be largely filled by the increases in 
production of Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. As the Anglo 
Iranian Oil Company has a half share in the Kuwait 
Oil Company, it could look to this source, in_ the 
unhappy event of a final break in Persia, to make up 


some of its loss. 


Shorter Items 


AT THE request of the Ministry of Fuel and Power, 
the three main British oil companies operating in the 
international oil trade, the Shell Petroleum Co., Ltd., 
the Anglo-Iranian Oil Co., Ltd., and Trinidad Lease 
holds, Ltd., have formed a committee to advise the 
British Government on oil supply problems, with par 
ticular reference to defence. It is called the Oil Supply 
Advisory Committee, and its members are Sir William 
Fraser (chairman), Sir George Legh-Jones and Mr. S. 
Vos. The committee has no Government representatives 
and the secretariat will be composed of oil companies’ 
staffs. The secretary of the committee is Mr. J. P. 
Berkin, of the Shell Petroleum Company. The setting 
up of this committee is not related to the situation 
in Persia. 


IN THEIR tanker market report for last week, Davies 
& Newman, Ltd., state that there has been more 
inquiry and rates have shown some signs of hardening, 
particularly on the American coast. One London com 
pany came into the market for consecutive voyages 
for clean or dirty tonnage over nine or 12 months, 
commencing up to October. No fixtures are reported 
on this basis so far, and owners generally are in no 
hurry to fix except in the case of prompt vessels, 


AccorpING to Hull, Blyth & Co., Ltd., the price of 
bunker coal at Zeebrugge has been reduced by 10s. per 
metric ton. Prices now range between 157s. 6d. for 
supplies of 25-49 tons, to 158s. for supplies of 1,000 
tons and over. Prices quoted are per ton f.o.b., and 
trimmed, and include all ordinary harbour expenses, 
quay dues, pilotage in and out, Customs clearance, and, 
except. for quantities under 100° tons, normal tug 
charges. 

THe Amalgamated Collieries of W.A., Ltd., Perth, 
have been authorised by the Commonwealth Coal Com 
missioner to increase the price of Amalgamated 
Collieries’ coal at West Australian ports as follows: 
Fremantle, 76s. 4$d.; Bunbury, 70s. 3$d.; Albany, 
s6s. 2dd.; and Geraldton, 105s, sdd. All prices quoted 
are for Australian currency, per ton f.a.s. 


Cory Brotuers & Co., Lrp., announce that the price 
of bunker coal at Algiers /Oran/ Bona has been reduced 
by Zs. per ton to 198s. per ton, less 2s. 6d. per ton 
rebate, where applicable. 





OFFICIAL NOTICES 
New Company 


Euuereicurers, Lrp., 154 Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2. 
Registered May 26. To carry on business of shivowners, 
ship and insurance brokers and agents, etc. Nominal capital : 
£100 in £5 shares. Directors: T. A. Leitch (permanent 
managing director) and Helen Leitch, 5 Ashworth Mansions, 


Elgin Avenue, London, W.9. 


| Information from Jordan’s Daily Register of New Companies | 


Increases of Capital 


Perrinovic & Co., Lrp., importers, exporters, shipowners, 
merchants and brokers, ete., 7 Great Winchester Street, 
London, E.C.2.—Increased by £150,000, in £1. ordinary 


shares, beyond the registered cavital of £100,000, 





As No award was made during 1948-49 under the three 
years’ prize fund made by the British Oxygen Co., Ltd.. 
for a competition relating to welding, the Council of the 
British Welding Research Association has decided to offer 
the or.ze of £100 again this year. The award will be made 
to the person submitting the best vapver on research into 
welding or its applications. Full details may be obtained 
from the Association, 29 Park Crescent, London, W.1. 





ORIENT LINER “ ORONSAY ” 


SISTER SHIP TO THE *ORCADES*’ COMPLETED BY VICKERS-ARMSTRONGS 


Tue Ortenr Line's new passenger liner Oronsay has been clansmen. The badge, which was designed by Lynton Lamb, 
completed by Vickers-Armstrongs, Ltd., Barrow, and sailed is mounted on either side of the funnel casing, as well as 
recently on her maiden voyage. A twin-screw turbine-driven on the stem. Considerable research was necessary to ensure 
ship with a speed of 225 knots, she is a sister in all major that the details of the targe and broadsword were correct 
respects to the Orcades, which was completed by the same the broadsword is based on one in the armouries of the 
builders at the end of 1948. The principal particulars of Tower of London. 
the Oronsay are as follows A large-scale installation of Metrovick fluorescent lighting 
Length overa 708 ft. 8 in equipment has been made on the Oronsay. The installation, 
Length b.p 668 fc involving some 1,200 fittings using Metrovick ** Mellow 


Breadth moulde 90 ft. 6 in lamps operated from “ instant start "’ circuits, covers all 
n 


the public rooms, foyers, shops and a large number of first 

class cabins. Special units, designed to have a minimum 

cross section, have been used extensively behind cornices, 

skit, goblet for soffit and curtain lighting or above drovped ceilings and 

rist °° B'’ class passengers laylights. These are sunoplemented, where necessary, by 
Crew recessed units mounted behind decorative louvres 


Gross register tonnage 


The only differences between these figures and those of the The vessel is laid with 2,600 square yards of 3/16-in 
Orcades are in the gross tonnage, which in the case of the Semastic tiles; this is the largest contract for a new develop 
Orcades is 28,164 tons, and the distribution of passengers. ment which has now been adovted in 77) ships The 
The Orcades carries 773 first-class and 772 tourist “*B”’ class 
passengers, with a crew of 617 It is noticeable that for 
the later ship the total number of passengers carried is 47 
fewer, despite the lower proportion of first-class passengers, 
while the crew is slightly larger. This is a graphic illus 
tration of the way in which standards of accommodation 
must be continually improved in vessels of this type in 
order to meet competition 
The name of the Oronsay derives from the Scottish island 
Oronsay —one of the Western Isles. She is the second ship 
of the line to bear the name. The first was completed in 
1924, and was sunk by enemy attack in 1942. 





External Appearance 


The Oronsau maintains the profile which was something 

a novelty in the Orcades. A funnel of large dimensions 
is surrounded by a superstructure embodying the bridge 
and officers’ quarters with a single mast stepped on the 
compass platform The appearance of both ships is much 
the same, but whereas the Orcades can be recognised by her 
tripod mast and slanting funnel casing, the Oronsay has a 
single streamlined mast embodying the radar scanner, and 
her funnel casing is longer and lower. 

Whereas the interior design of the Orcades reflected 
English and Australian ideas, the Oronsay combines chiefly 
Australian and Scottish decorative trends. In each ship 
the Australian painter Douglas Annand has made_ the 
Antipodean contribution; in the Oronsay, Robert McBryde 
and Robert Colquhoun have contributed wall decorations 
which cover the two side walls of the Tavern. As with 
the Orcades, the interior design as a whole was the respon 
sibility of Brian O'’Rorke, who also designed the interiors 
of the Orion The ship’s badge incorvorates the Scottish 
targe and broadsword, traditional weanvons of the Scottish First-class two-berth cabin 
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View of bridge at night 


behaviour of the tiles when fire broke out on board last 
October is worth noting. Much of the deck had been laid 
at the time and, far from catching fire, the tiles acted as 
a barrier when the decks were buckled with the heat. 

The Oronsay is equipped with Vi-Spring mattresses. In 
the first-class accommodation Vi-Spring berth mattresses a: 
used, and these have also been supplied for the use of the 
captain and officers. For the tourist and crew’s accommo 
dation Vito berth mattresses are employed, while in some 
special cabins there are Vi-Spring mattresses and Vitotlex 
supports 


Air Conditioning 


The first-class and tourist dinine saloons, restaurant, 
lounge, general hospital, hairdressing saloon,  purser’s 
offices, crew's mess and sections of the passengers’ and crew's 
accommodation are fully air conditioned, the Thermotank 
installation being capable of maintaining comfortable tem 
peratures under the most arduous weather conditions. The 
tourist and certain sections of the crew accommodation, first 
class verandah bar, dance space, tourist lounge, children’s 
playroom and tourist library are heated and ventilated, 
Thermotank punkah louvres delivering the air, with the 
exception of the verandah bar and lounge, where distributors 
are installed, 

The remaining passenger and crew accommodation and 
some other spaces are ventilated by means of Thermotank 
centrifugal supply fans, fitted with suction heaters. The in 


First-class dining saloon on D deck 
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The arena 


stallation is thermostatically controlled and manually adjust 
able, so that the interior temperature may be regulated to 
suit the varying climatic conditions encountered in’ the 
vessel's service, and certain of the Thermotank heating and 
ventilating units are fitted with ozonising apparatus. This 
system provides for the latest M.O.T- requirements, and is 
designed and fitted by Thermotank, Ltd., of Glasgow. 

In addition to air conditioning, electricity is extensively 
used for space heating in the Oronsay. Some 600 Thermo 
vent heaters of various types, manufactured by E. K. Cole, 
Ltd., have been supplied and fitted in the cabins, state 
rooms, public rooms, officers’ quarters and chart room, For 
the public rooms, special wooden-cased portable Thermovents 
are installed for supplementary heating, the wood matching 
the furnishings of the rooms. The case is of special design 
by Brian O’Rorke, and has a high degree of stability. All 
the fixed Thermovent heaters are fitted with a pilot light 
which, as well as providing a luminous effect, indicates that 
the heater is on. 


Navigational Equipment 


The ship is provided with a comprehensive system of 
Marconi Marine radio equipment and aids to navigation, 
including radar. The main communication equipment com 
prises a ** Worldspan "’ high-power short and medium wave 
transmitter, and ** Mercury" and ** Electra ’’ receivers. A 
** Reliance ’’ battery-operated medium-wave transmitter is 
fitted for emergency use, and a Marconi Marine radiotele 
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Above View of C deck looking forward 


Below Looking aft from Sun deck, showing the swimming pools 
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Wall of First-class dining room panelled in Warerite 
plastics 


phony transmitter, type TGY2, together with a ‘ Yeoman ” 
receiver, provides a short-range link with shore telephone 
Among navigational aids, the Oronsay has Marconi 
Marine radar, direction-finding and echometer apparatus. 
Permanent Marconi Marine lifeboat installations, each com 
prising a transmitter and receiver, are fitted in the two 
motor lifeboats 
The Oronsay has been equipped with a comprehensive 
Sperry installation, comprising the latest design of Mark 
XIV) ogyro) compass with electronic amplifier follow-up 
system This latter operates a steering repeater mounted 
on a stand alongside the main steering position in the wheel 
louse, two bearing repeaters, one in each bridge wing, a 
t er alongside the wireless DF set, a 
chartroom and a two-unit gyro pilot 


services 


Propelling Machinery 


essel is propelled by twin screws, each driven by a 
ired turbines of Parsons type, Pametrada design, 
for a normal shaft horse power of 34,000 and an 
of 42,500 s.h.p., with propeller revolutions of 130 
min, respectively The astern turbines are 
loping not less than 65 ver cent of the normal 
34.000 s. hop The gearing for each H.P. 
ne is of double reduction type, comprising an 
primary set of gears driving a secondary pinion 
wheel The gearing for the IL.P. and L.P 

o le reduction type 
hy two large and two small watertubs 
eeler’s controlled) superheat design, 
rheat control from 850 deg. F. down 
‘ vring The steam vressure at 
so. in. The drum shells 


Main engine room 


First-class lounge on D deck 


are of seamless hollow forged steel with closed ends. Th 
boilers are fitted with cast tron gilled economisers of Green's 
make, arranged for a feed water inlet temperature of 280 
deg. F. and an outlet temperature of about 0 deg, F. 
The boilers are supplied with evaporated extra-feed (make 
up). This may consist of distilled fresh water or double 
distilled sea water. To prevent seale, corrosion and carry 
over in the boilers the feed water is treated chemically, and 
the application of the treatment is controlled in accordance 
with the recommendations laid down in British Specifica 
tion No, 1170:1947. In the Oronsay the treatment com 
prises alkali, phosphate and starch. The chemicals neces 
sary are supplied by the ** Alfloc ’* water treatment service 
of Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., in the form of 
Alfloc “ No, 11 powder, 


Electrical Supply 


Electricity for the auxiliary power and lighting services 
throughout the Oronsay is provided by four 850-kW, 220-volt 
self-contained turbo-generators supplied by W. H. Allen, 
Sons & Co., Ltd., Bedford. As in the case of the Orcades, 
the auxiliary machinery ts electrically driven, with the excep 
tion of the main feed pumps, which are steam turbine-driven. 
The total auxiliary generating capacity of 3,400 kW is a 
considerable increase compared with the capacity of the 
prewar Orient Line vessels, 

The Allen turbo-generators, together with the main switch 
board, are installed on the tank top forward of the engine 
room, and not, as in the Orcades, on a flat. The turbines, 
which are designed for a steam pressure of 500 lb, per sq. in. 
gauge and a total temperature of 850 deg. F., drive com 
pound-wound D.C. generators through double-helical reduc 
tion gearing, having a speed reduction of 10 to 1, the 
turbines running at a= sveed of 6.600 r.p.m., and the 


Boiler room 
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generators at 600 r.p.m, Each turbine is mounted on its 
own self-contained surface condenser. In addition to the 
main generating plant, two Allen emergency diesel-driven 
generators are installed on an upper deck in the forward 
part of the shiv, each unit consisting of a four-cylinder, 
our-stroke engine directly-coupled to a 100-kW, 220-volt 
J.C. generator 

Among the many units installed for pumping duties on 
board the Oronsay are 19 motor-driven pumps of Allen con 
struction, including the main and auxiliary circulating 
pumps, the sanitary, oi] cooling and bath water pumps, as 
well as the refrigeration sea water circulating and _ brine 
pumps. 

Eight winches have been supplied by Clarke, Chapman & 
Co., Ltd, Four are eleetrically-driven worm-geared ‘* Con 
verter "’-type winches, each arranged with a 20-in. diameter 
centre barrel 24 in. long, and an 18-in, diameter warping 
end. They have a duty of 5 tons at 60 ft. per min, and a 
light hook speed of 300 ft. per min. The motors are of 26 
h.p. each, No footbrakes are fitted, but magnetic brakes 
are fitted on the motors. The other four winches are similar, 
but no warping end is fitted. All have infinitely variable 
hoisting and lowering sveed control. vroviding electric lower 
ing control without the use of brakes. 





ROUND THE SHIPYARDS 


Work in Progress on Merseyside 
By THE SHIPPING WORLD'S Own Correspondent 


No clearer indication of the busy prospect for the ship 
vard of Cammell Laird & Co., Ltd., Birkenhead, could 
he found than in the statement made by the chairman, 
Sir Robert Johnson, at the annual general meeting of 
the company, when he told shareholders that in addi 
tion to the aircraft carrier Ark Royal now completing 

there were at least thirty ships under construction or 
on order, as well as a big repair programme. This is in 
marked contrast to the position eight or nine months 
ago, when the North yard had only one ship under 
construction instead of the present four, and the firm 
could not get orders. Three orders were taken at a 
fixed price- the first fixed price contracts the firm had 
made for a very long time-—in order to get work and 
provide employment for the men. 

Details of many contracts in the order book have 


not been announced, although in the past month it has 
heen stated that orders for the construction of two 
steam-driven tankers each of 26,500 tons d.w. had been 
placed by the Esso Transportation Co., Ltd., following 
an order placed by the same company for a similar 
tanker in March last. At a Press conference of the 
North-West Regional Board for Industry on June 4, 
it was stated in a references to shipbuilding activity 
in the area that at Cammell Laird’s shipyard there 
were 27 ships under construction or planned, of 
which eighteen were tankers, while at the Barrow ship 
yard of Vickers-Armstrongs, Ltd., there were 14 ships 
building or planned. 


Launch of the ‘‘ Presidente Peron”’ 


During the past month the first launch of the year 
has taken place from the Birkenhead yard. The ship 
is the tanker Presidente Peron, of 18,400 tons d.w., 
the third of four vessels ordered by Yacimientos 
Petroliferos Fiscales, of Buenos Aires. The first two 
vessels, the General San Martin and the General 
Pueyrred ny, have heen completed and are now in ser 
vice. The occasion revealed a pleasant tribute to the 
shipbuilding craftsmanship of Cammell Laird’s. Speak 
ing after the launch, Mr. R. W. Johnson, assistant 
managing director, said that it had come as a very 
pleasant surprise to the company when they learned 
that the ship was to bear the name of the President of 
Argentina. When the General San Martin first arrived 
at her home port, Buenos Aires, she was visited) by 
many thousands of people, including Senora Eva Peron, 
who expressed great satisfaction with the accommoda 
tion and general appearance of the ship and thought 
it would be very fitting tf one of the vesse! 
after the president. 


S was maine d 


Shiprepairing 


So far as the shiprepairing position on Merseyside ts 
concerned there has been littl change in the volume 
of work during the past month, most of the work 
heing normal voyage repair work. The Swedish tanker 
Oljaren, 8,3777 tons, which ran aground on the rocks 
of Muckle Skerry in the Pentland Firth in April and 
was later salved, has arrived at Liverpool under tow. 
On arrival she entered the Brocklebank Graving Dock 
for examination prior to repairs. 


French Passenger Liner ‘‘ Champollion”’ in her New Guise 


From 1924 until the Second World War the French line Champollion (12,546 tons gross), with her sister ship Mariette Pacha (sunk during 
the war), plied in the regular service between France and Egypt, for which they were designed. During the war the Champollion was used 
as a troopship, and she has new been completely reconditioned and modernised by the Societe Provencale des Constructions Navales. Her 
reciprocating engines with exhaust turbines have been completely overhauled and she is now good for I7 knots. Passenger and crew accommo- 
dation has been brought up to modern standards, and she carries 207 first, 144 tourist and 150 third-class passengers. Her three thin funnels 
have been replaced by one streamlined casing with the anti-smoke device designed by M. Lascroux, a retired French Naval Constructor 
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Motor Tanker ‘‘ Lord Canning ”’ 


The Lord Canning, a single-screw motor tanker of 10,800 tons gross, has been completed by Scotts’ Shipbuilding & Engineering Co., Ltd., for the 

Northam Steamship Co., Ltd. Designed to carry a deadweight of 17,300 tons on a draught of 29 ft. 5 in., she is of 510 ft. length b.p., 69 ft 

breadth and 37 ft. depth to upper deck. There are 19 cargo oil tanks with a total capacity of 791,000 cu. ft. The propelling machinery has been 

supplied by the shipbuilders and comprises a 5-cylinder two-stroke single-acting Doxford-type diesel engine developing 5,500 b.h.p., giving the 
vessel a service speed of 134 knots 





Cargo Motorship ‘‘ Derrymore ”’ 


The delivery has taken place of the single-screw cargo motorship Derrymore by the Burntisland Shipbuilding Co., Ltd. Ordered by McCowen 

& Gross, Ltd., the vessel has a gross tonnage of 5,678 and a deadweight of 10,570 tons on a draught of 26 ft. 7) in. Her principal dimensions 

are 435 ft. le.igth w.l., 60 ft. breadth and 30 ft. depth moulded to upper deck. The five cargo holds, one of which, No. 3, may be used as a 

deep tank, are well served by one 50-ton, one 40-ton and ten 5-ton derricks. Supplied by R. & W. Hawthorn, Leslie & Co., Ltd., the main 
engine comprises a 4-cylinder Doxford-type diesel engine developing 4,400 b.h.p. 


Tees-Built Tanker for Liberia 


Of about 16,050 tons gross, the single-screw motor tanker Magwa has been delivered to the Afran Transport Corporation, of Liberia, by the 

Furness Shipbuilding Co., Ltd. The Magwa is a vessel of 24,400 tons d.w. on a summer draught of 32 ft. 3} in. and has dimensions of 589 ft. 

length o.a., 560 ft. b.p., 80 ft. breadth moulded and 42 ft. 3 in. depth moulded to upper deck. The tank space is divided into nine treble tanks, 

making a total of 27 separate oil compartments. The single screw is driven by a 6-cylinder two-stroke single-acting Doxford-type diesel engine 
built by R. & W. Hawthorn, Leslie & Co., Ltd. The engine develops 6,600 b.h.p. in service at 115 r.p.m 
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NEW CONTRACTS 


Yards in Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
Approximate Tonnages 
Dimensions Speed Propelling Engine 
Shipowners Ty Gross Deadweight (ft.) (knots) Machinery Dp Builders Shipbuilders 
United Molasses Co Tanker — 15,000 — _ Doxford Shipbuilders R.& W 
diesel Hawthorn, Leslie 
Soc. de Nav. Maritime Cargo 9,050 11.6 Tr.-exp Shipbuilders Wren. Gray 
Suisse-Atlantique steam, 
Lausanne Bauer-Wach 
turb 
Alvion S.S. Corpn Tanker Steam Shipbuilders Vickers- 
Panama turbine Armstrongs 
Walker 
Diesel Shipbuilders Vickers- 
Armstrongs, 
Walker 
_ Harland & Wolff, 
Belfase 
and cargo — — — Diesel Ruston & Caledon S.B 
Hornsby 


Jorgen P. Jensen Tanker 
Arendal 


Belfast Harbour Hopper barges 

Board 

Straits $.S. Co ! Pass 

Singapore 

Commonwealth and Foreign Yards 
23,000 _ _ Port Weller Ory 


Colonial Steamships Ore carrier 
Docks, Led., 


Ltd., Port Colborne 
Ont Ont 
Rispond Tankers Ltd Tankers — 28,000 610. 91 17 Parsons Netherlands S.B 
Edinburgh (each) 4 turbine & D.D. Co., 
Amsterdam 
Sinclair Refining Co Tankers 23.000 - Bethlehem- 
New York (each) Sparrows Point 
Shipyard, Md 
Sigurd Herlofson & ! Tanker 20,000 _ — Fredriksstad M.V 
Co., Oslo 
Deutsch-Afrikanische Cargo 8,200 420 b.p. » 57.4 2-str Deutsche Werft, 
Schiffs.. Hamburg (each) 37.1 M.A.N Hamburg 
diesel 
Transozean Schiff Cargo 9,500 — Diesel Nordseewerke, 
Mulheim Ruhr Emden 
Aug. Bolten, Hamburg Cargo 5,000 361.4 oa M.A.N - Deutsche Werfc, 
diesel Hamburg 


Knohr & Burchard Ge - Diesel Lubecker Masch 
Hamburg Ges 
Diesel Shipbuilders Ottensener 


Eisenwerke, 
(draught) Hamburg 


Egon Oldendorff 
Lubeck 


LAUNCHES 
Yards in Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
Ship's Name Approximate Tonnages 
and/or Dimensions Speed Propellin Ita Engine 
Shipowners Yard No. Type Gross Deadweight (ft.) (knots) Machinery Builders Shipbuilders 


Anglo-Saxor Osca 4 (172) Tank 120 _ - — — Clelands 


Non 
barge propelled (Successors) 


Esso Pet. Co Ess Barge 131 -- on- ~ Richard 
Buckingham propelled Dunston, 
(674) Hessle 
of Trinity Light Vessel Light = Non — Philip & 
1 No. 10 (1222) vessel propelled on 
South Eastern Gas Sydenham Collier 265.83 bp Sin.-ser British Polar Burntisland 
Board (345) 39.5. 185 8-cyl Engines 
diesel 


dan Govt El Suakir ' —_ Steam Plenty & Son Scott & Sons 


TRIAL TRIPS 


Yards in Great Britain and Northern treland 
Ship's Name Approximate Tonnages 
p p g 
ind/or Dimensions Speed Propelling Engine 
(ft.) 


hipowners Yard No Gross Deadweight (knots) Machinery Builders Shipbuilders 


British Tanker Co British Birch 8.600 12,250 490 oa. and 11S Sin.-ser N_E. Marine Sir James 
(791) 464 b.p. 61.75 4-cy! Laing 
34 Doxford 
diesel 
+. €. Hansen starina 470 - 62 Sin.-ser John G Wm 
Tangen 8-cyl., 4-ser Kincaid Hamilton 
Kristiansand B.& WwW 
diesel 
Denholm Line Lylepark (467) Cargo 415.57. 26 3-cy! D. Rowan Chas 
liner Doxford Connell 
diesel 
Port Line Port Adelaide Refrig. & 460 bp. 645 Sin.-ser Shipbuilders R&W 
(705) gen. cargo 41.52 6-cy! Hawthorn 
liner Doxford Leslie 5 





Cia. Nacional Timor (330) Cargo & 404 b.p. - 58.79 Richardsons Bartram & 
de Nav., Lisbon pass. liner 29 Westgarth Sons 


Commonwealth and Foreign Yards 

Hamburg-Sud- Santa Elena Cargo 6,400 9,700 479 o.a. - 61 “scr, Howaldts- 
amerikanische (867) 25.66 werke, 
Damps. Ges (draught) Hamburg 


H.M. Gehrckens Steinhoft Cargo 246.08 (long) - n a Werft 
Nobiskrug 
French Rlys Brest Cross- 237.92 oa. and - J Shipbuilders Ch. de 
Channel 223.08 b.p - Normandie. 
cargo 34.42 - 16.92 Rouen 


Cia. Argentina de Pass. & 523 0.a. and - “ “De 
Nav. Dodero cargo 480 b.p. - 64 cy Schelde,"’ 
Buenos Aires 46.5 Flushing 


Cie. Generale F Passenger 3 465.92 o.a. and - Shipbuilders Forges et Ch. 
Transatlantique de la 
Mediter- 
(draught) ranee 
Rederi AB Cargo 330 b.p. » 47 -scr., Gotaverken Oresunds- 
Poseidon 19.83 Gothenburg varvet, 
Stockholm 
Achille Lauro, Tanker 620 oa. and - S.A. Fiat, serene 
Naples 593 b.p. - BI Turin Ansaldo 
43 Fiat diesel 
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MARITIME NEWS IN BRIEF 


From Correspondents at Home and Overseas 
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MR. R. J. HODGES, 
general manager and 
secretary of the Mersey 
Docks & Harbour Board 
since 1941, has been 
awarded a knighthood 
in the King's Birthday 
honours. Mr. Hodges 
was with the Cunard 
Steam-Ship Co., Ltd., 
from 1919 to 1930. In 
1930 he became manager 
of Anchor Line (Hender- 
son Bros.), Ltd., being 
appointed a director 
of that company and 
of the Anchor Donald- 
son Line in 1933. He 
joined the Mersey 
Docks & Harbour Board 
in 1935 as additional 
assistant to the general 
manager, becoming 
assistant general 
manager in 1938 and 
deputy general manager 
and secretary in 1939 


appointed British representative for de Vries Lentsch, Jr. 
This Dutch firm has vards at Amsterdam and Alphen. 
Yachts are built mainly at the former and commercial 
vessels at the latter vard, tugs and other craft being avail 
able from stock. The London office is at 14 Stanhove Gate, 
London, W.1. 


Tue Minister of 
cases to the four members of the the Norwegian 
life saving vessel Larvik In recognition of services rendered 
in rescuing the entire crew of 24 of the British steamer 
Solidarity, which sank off the west coast of Norway on 
March 4. 

Mr. A. E. Jounsonx, manager of the shinbroking depart 
ment of William Mathwin & Son (Newcastle), Ltd., has been 
invited to carry out the duties of acting Latvian Vice-Consul 
at Neweastle. 


awarded silver cigarette 


crew of 


Transvort has 


* * a * 


NEW lightweight, high power, l2-cvlinder diesel engine, 
A iesigne ind produced by Davey, Paxman & Co., Ltd... 
Colchester, has been selected by the Admiralty 

dard unit for all purvoses in a certain range of vowers. 
engine, which is of the Vee tyne the evlinders arranged 
at an included angle of 60 deg., incorvorates the four-valve 
direct-injection combustion system, and is available in both 
turbo-charged and normally asvirated form. The Navy 
Estimates published recently revealed that the company is 
to supply the machinery for the 18 ** inshore ’’ minesweepers 
for which have already been vlaced, as well as for 
three ** auxiliary minesweepers. 
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Imports at. the ports 
ending May 20 
figure for 1950. 
are expected to 
heavy quantities of 
imports 150 per cent 
flour un by 
improved by more 


tons 
large 


were Der 


Exports of shivs’ engines from the River Wear during the 
first four months of this vear totalled 2.820 tons, compared 
with 5,659 tons last vear and 4,495 tons in 1988. Coal 
coke shipments for this period were 1,027,899 tons, 
1,006,669 tons in 1950, and 1,186,128 1938. 


and 
against 
tons in 

Tue Postmaster-General has announced that, owing to the 
dislocation of shivving arising from labour difficulties in 
New Zealand, and for that 


area are subject 


surface corresvondence parcels 


to delay. 


paintings by members of the 
held at the Kensington 


Terrace, London, W.14, 


AN EXHIBITION of 
Marine Artists will be 
15 St. Marv Abbot's 
14 to 30. 

Tue Minister of 
gation into the foundering of 
in the Irish Sea on February 1 
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from 
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formal 
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MR. RICHARD 
SNEDDEN, C.6.6., 
general manager of the 
Shipping Federation, 
Ltd., has been created 
a knight in the King’s 
Birthday honours list. 
Mr. Snedden, who has 
been engaged all his 
life in work for the 
improvement of indus- 
trial relations, is also 
general manager of the 
International Shipping 
Federation. He is an 
owners’ representative 
on the National Mari- 
time Board and the 
Merchant Navy Welfare 
Board. In addition, he 
is chairman of the 
National Sea Training 
Schools. Mr. Snedden 
until 1929 was joint 
secretary of the British 
Employers’ Confedera- 
tion 
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Maintain good connections 


EDISWAN 
CABLES 


N SWAN ELECTRIC CO. LTD., 155 CHARING CROSS ROAD, LONDON, W.C.2 
Group of Companie ook, Gloucestershire 


Cable Works : Lydbr 


THE EDISO 
Member of the A. 


A I 
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LARGE FLEET 


Fitted with Fire-Monit 


Telephone Service between 
Thames Tug Station and Coast 


a SUN " TUGS for Thames, Coastal and Sea Towage 


OF Telephone Nos: 


City Office - - ROYal 1328'9 & 3355 
POWERFUL TUGS eee Wapping Office - ROYal 6921/4 & 5325/6 


"King George VDk. Alb. Dk. 2278/9 
fice 


ors, and Power- 


ful Pumps for Fire, Salvage and Oil *Gravesend Office - GRAVESEND 4231/2 
Bunkering. Steam supplied to vessels * Available for Night and Sunday use 


... FOR ALL PURPOSES "Siti Phone conden 


Tugs fitted with WT, RT, V.H.F. and DF 


W. H. J. ALEXANDER, LTD. 


44, Leadenhall St., E.C.3. And at Wapping, London, E.1 














** CAMARINE'’ DEEP TANK PAINT ** CAMREX'' HOLD PAINTS 


CAMREX *" Paints 


‘* Cameron's "’ Anticorrosive Compositions 
Antifouling Compositions 
““Norlanto'’ Brand for Atlantic 
Waters : 
“Trovico"’ Brand for Tropical 
Waters 
Far East '* Brand for Super Tropical 
Waters 
Sub-a-Seal "’ under Water Marine Primer 
Sterncote "' for Propellor Aperture 
Stocks at all ports in the U.K. and numerous ports overseas 


SUNDERLAND 
Telephone : 4401 (4 lines) Telegrams Camrex ' 
**CAMLAC "' MARINE ENAMEL PAINTS **CAMOLED’’ RED LEAD 





., HOCVHON) .. 


NON OXIDISING PRESERVATIVE 


CAMREX ° 
SUIWINd MOTIZA YO CIN 




















MOSS HUTCHISON LINE LTD. 


REGULAR FREIGHT SERVICES FROM LIVER- 

POOL AND GLASGOW TO CASABLANCA AND 

MEDITERRANEAN PORTS. ALSO FRANCE, 
SPAIN AND PORTUGAL 


© 
For Freight apply te 
MOSS HUTCHISON LINE LIMITED, 
30 JAMES STREET, LIVERPOOL 2. 
GLASGOW: MANCHESTER 
95, Bothwell Street, C.2 196 Deansgate. 
LONDON 


clo THE GENERAL STEAM NAVIGATION CO. LTD., 
15, Trinity Square, E.C.3. 














NORTH OF ENGLAND PROTECTING, 
INDEMNITY & WAR RISKS ASSOCIATION 


{Established 1860) 


The Association covers Shipowners in: 
Class I.-PROTECTING —Against claims for one-fourth damage done to other 
ships or vessels, damage to structures, loss of life, personal injury, etc. 

Class Il. INDEMNITY — Against liabilities arising in jon with cargo, &c. 
Class III—WAR RISKS—Hull and Machinery, &e. 

Class IV--WAR RISKS—Freight, Disbursements, &c. 

The interests of Members are safeguarded at the principal ports in the World 
by official Legal Representatives and Nautical Experts, who have full instruc- 

tions to act and to assist Masters in the case of need 


Principal Office: NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE: Collingwood Buildings 

Branch Offices : GLASGOW—134, St. Vincent St.,C.2. CARDIFF—The Exchange 

Mount Scuart Square. LONDON—24, St. Mary Axe, E.C.3. LIVERPOOL—123, 
erby House, Exchange Buildings 


LESLIE MANN, Chairmay J. W. TODD, Genera Mana 
J. W. DUNCAN | hairma 








EAGLE AVIATION LTD. 
draws the attention 
of shipowners 


to their fleet of four Avro York aircraft. 

These aircraft are ideal for crew movements 
also for the transport of ships’ spares. 
Maximum economy - Maximum speed. 





Head Office 
29 CLARGES STREET, LONDON, W.1. 
Tel: GROsvenor 6411 Cable: Speedlode Audley, London: 











ADMIRALTY CHARTS 


The LATEST EDITIONS of Charts, 
Plans and Sailing Directions 
published by the Hydrographic 
Dept., can be obtained from 


Admiralty Agent for Charts, 

J. D. POTTER, Publisher of Nautical Books, 
and R L W q 

145, MINORIES, LONDON, E.C.3. (Tel. : Royal 1369) 


Large Stocks of Nautical and Technical Books of all 
descriptions. 

















Efficiently equipped for 
timber, wood pulp 
and all 


cargoes 


Despatch 
Bunkering Facilities 


Write: H. J. Hanna, 
General Traffic Manager, Preston 
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-ELLERMAN LINES 
World-Wide Services 


Linking 
U.K. CANADA U.S.A. 
with 
SOUTH & EAST AFRICA 
PORTUGAL, MEDITERRANEAN, 
EGYPT, LEVANT & BLACK SEA, 
RED SEA & PERSIAN GULF 
INDIA & PAKISTAN, 
CEYLON & BURMA 
MALAYA, PHILIPPINES, CHINA & JAPAN 
AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND. 


Hall Line, Ellerman & Bucknall Line, 
City Line, Ellerman Line 
Papayanni Line, 

Westcott & 

Laurance Line, 

Head Office 

104-7, LEADENHALL STREET, 

LONDON, E.C.3. 


LIVERPOOL—Tower Building, 
Water Street 


GLASGOW—75, Bothwell St., C.2 


World-Wide Services | 


World 

















between the 
UNITED KINGDOM 
SOUTH & EAST 


AFRICA. 
RY 2.4/(4 28 CEYLON, INDIA 


AND PAKISTAN 


For details apply to the Mar 


CAYZER, IRVINE & CO. LTD. 
LONDON - LIVERPOOL - GLASGOW 


/ 


DANE: 











FURNESS LINES 


FURNESS LINE 
London to Philadelphia and New York. 


FURNESS WEST INDIES LINE 


New York to U.S. Virgin Islands, British & French 
West Indies, Venezuela and Trinidad. 


Newfoundland and Canada to U.S. Virgin Islands, 
British & French West Indies, Venezuela & Trinidad. 


FURNESS RED CROSS LINE 


New York to Saint John, N.B./ Halifax, 
N.S./ St. John’s and Corner Brook, N.F. 


FURNESS-WARREN LINE 
Liverpool to St. John’s, Newfoundland, Halifax, 
N.S., and Boston. 


FURNESS PACIFIC SERVICE 
Manchester to Los Angeles, San Francisco, Victoria 
and Vancouver, B.C., via Panama Canal. 


Loading Brokers :—Manchester Liners Ltd. Manchester 2. 


FURNESS BERMUDA LINE 


New York to Bermuda. 


JOHNSTON WARREN LINE 


Antwerp, Hamburg and Liverpool to Piraeus, Volo, 
Thessaloniki, Izmir. Haydar Pasha, Istanbul, Black 
Sea, Roumanian and Danubian Ports. 


For further information apply :— 

FURNESS WITHY & CO., LTD., 
Furness House, Leadenhall Street, London, E C.3. 
Also at LIVERPOOL, GLASGOW, LEITH, 

MIDDLESBRO’ AND NEWCASTLE. 


PRINCE LINE 


CANADA & U.S.A. — BRAZIL — RIVER PLATE — BRAZIL 
TRINIDAD — U.S.A. & CANADA 
U.S.A. — SOUTH & EAST AFRICA — U.S.A. 
U.S.A. — FAR EAST — E. CANADA — U.S.A 
U.K. — MEDITERRANEAN — U.K 
ARGENTINA & URUGUAY — U.K 


For further information apply 
PRINCE LINE LTD. :: 56, Leadenhall St., E.C.3 
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Sow Zealand Line 


® Passenger and Cargo 


Particulars from B. WESTRAY & CO. LTD 
138 LEADENHALL ST., E.C.3 + Tel. (AVEnue 5220) 


THE NEW ZEALAND SHIPPING Co. Ltd. 


| Services via Panama 
| 
| 











FREIGHT AND PASSENGERS 


Regular Sailings 
LONDON, LIVERPOOL, NEW YORK & CANADA 


to 


AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 


PORT LINE LTD. 
CUNARD HOUSE, 88, Leadenhall Street, Lenten, E.C.3 


Avenue Telegran P 











HOULDER BROTHERS & CO, LTD. 


pg ct creme peerage Passenger & 
eral Forwa nts (Sea and Air) 


REGULAR FAST. ‘SERVICES to 
RIVER PLATE 
From Liverpool, London, Bristol Channel & Antwerp 


and to SOUTH AFRICA 


>AGEMENTS. made nd go nsure 
TO ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD 
Head Office: 53, LEADENHALL STREET, LONDON, E.C.3 


























BRITISH & CONTINENTAL 
STEAMSHIP CO., LTD. 


AMSTERDAM . ROTTERDAM .DUNKIRK . ANTWERP . GHENT 
& TERNEUZEN from and to LIVERPOOL & MANCHESTER 
ANT WERP & GHENT from and to GLASGOW 
GHENT from and to BELFAST 


i 

LIVERPOOL and MANCHESTER 
For Rotterda Amsterd nd 
For Antwery 
GARSTON: kd 
BARROW: James 
GLASGOW: Clyde , 
BELFAST: (i. He . 
ANTWERP, GHENT, TERNEUZEN 
ROTTERDAM: P « 
AMSTERDAM: Van |! 
DUNKIRK: L. A. Db 
LONDON : Phs. Var 

Street, EA 


PARIS: Phs. Van Ommerer 





World 


ORIENT LINE @ ea 


FOR PARTICULARS 14 COCKSPUR ST., LONDON, S.wW.! Te TRA 7141 
APPLY 
7 BISHOPSGATE, LONDON, E.C.2 Tel MAN 
CRIENT LINE i paar 
9 KINGSWAY, W.Cc.2 Tel TEM 1258 er Agents 





PsO and B.1. 


From United Kingdom and Continental ports 
to EGYPT, ADEN, RED SEA PORTS, INDIA, 
PAKISTAN, CEYLON, E. & S. AFR'CA, 
MALAYA, CHINA, JAPAN, AUSTRALIA, etc. 


For details of services, fare 
P. & O., 122, Leadenhall St., E.C 
oe 9, Kingsway, W.C.2e 


ray Dawes & Co.), 122, Leadenhall St., E. C.3 


Cockspur St. S. W.8 














BIBBY LINE 


UNITED KINGDOM, CONTINENT, 
MARSEILLES, EGYPT SUDAN, CEYLON 
AND BURMA 


Ail enquiries ¢ 
BIBBY BROTHERS & CO., Martins Bank Building, Water 
Street, LIVERPOOL, 2 











WILSON LINE, HULL fie Nol itso (20 Linen 
REGULAR SERVICES 


From Hull, London, Liverpool, Manchester Middlesbro’, Newcastle, 
Aberdeen, Swansea, Newport, Antwerp, Dunkirk, ete,; to and from 
Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Poland, Baltic States, Portugal, Mediterranean 
Adriatic & Levant Ports, Ezypt, India, Pakistan, Canada & United States. 


PASSENGERS = "poisna""iraly, United States and Canada, etc.” 
MARINE INSURANCE fit'twn'and oiner steamers to and 
from all ports at current rates of premium. 


Lighter Owners Forwarding Agents, Warehouse Keepers and Sworn 
Weighers Bunkers supplied 








For Rates of Freight, Fares, Insurance, Forwarding, etc., apply to 
ELLERMAN’S WILSON LINE, Ltd., HULL 
nch Offices at Leeds, Sheffie ester, Birmingham, Bradford 
irimsby x London Agents B UNITED SHIPPING CO. 
, 108, Fenchurch St., London. E.C.3., London Brokers for Indian and 
Pakistan Trade—GELLATLY, HANKEY & CO., Ltd., Dixon House, 
1, Lloyds’ Avenue, London, E.C.3., or 62, Pall Mall, 8.W.1 
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UNION-CASTLE LINE 


WEEKLY MAIL SERVICE 
from SOUTHAMPTON 
also Intermediate & East African 
Sailings from LONDON 


Head Office 
3 FENCHURCH ST, LONDON, EC3 
MAN 2550 (Passenger MAN 9104) 
West End Passenger Agency: 
125 PALL MALL, SWI WHI /911 


a 








to SOUTH AMERICA 


BRAZIL - URUGUAY 
ARGENTINA 
WEST INDIES 
SPANISH MAIN 
CENTRAL AMERICA 


ROYAL MAIL LINES, LTD. 


London : Royal Mai! House, Leadenhall Street, E.C.3 America House, Cockspur 


Street, ' 
Liverpool : The P.S.N. Co., Pacific Building, James Street, (2) 











P. Se N. Ge 


| 

| 

| LIVERPOOL, BERMUDA, BAHAMAS, CUBA, 
| JAMAICA, PANAMA CANAL, WEST COAST OF 
| SOUTH AMERICA. 

Also via Bahia Blanca & Punta Arenas 

| 


THE PACIFIC STEAM NAVIGATION CO. 
Pacific Building, James St., Liverpool, 2 
London Agents: Royal Mail Lines, Leadenhall St. E.C.3 
Freight: McGregor, Gow & Holland, Ltd 
16, St. Heien’s Place, London E.C.3 











CARGO FROM 
Hamburg, Bremen, London & East Coast U.K. Ports 
TO 


U.S.A. GULF PORTS 


BROWN, JENKINSON & CO., LTD., 113 Fenchurch Street, E.C.3. 
WESTBOUND LOADING BROKERS 


Galveston, Houston, New Orleans & Mobile 
to East Coast U.K. & North Continent 


by ROPNER LINE 


SIRR pce ~~ ee SIR R. ROPNER & CO. (LONDON) LTD. 


Coniscliffe fg Darlington 22 St. Mary Axe, London, E.C.3 
Telephone 281! or Telephone: AVE. 2153 


STRACHAN SHIPPING CO.—New Orleans and all U.S. Gulf Ports. 








World 





THE BANK LINE 


OPERATING THE FOLLOWING SERVICES 


AMERICAN AND INDIAN LINE—Calcutta, Chittagong, Rangoon and 
‘colombo to Halifax, Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore 
and Norfolk (Va.). 

AMERICAN AND INDIAN BRANCH LINE SERVICE—Rangoon, 
Chittagong, Madras, Madras Coast, Colombo and Malabar Coast, 
(filling up if necessary at Aden and Port Sudan) to Halifax, Boston 
New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore and Norfolk (Va.) 

BOMBAY AMERICAN LINE—Bombay to New York and Philadelphia 

AMERICAN AND ORIENTAL LINE—U.S. Atlantic and Pacific Coast 
ports to Philippines, Hong Kong, Shanghai, Japan, Indonesia and 
Malaya, returning to Canada and U.S.A. via Suez Canal 

CALCUTTA to RIVER PLATE PORTS—Chittagong, Calcutta and 
Other Indian Ports. Colombo and Malabar Coast to Brazil 
Montevideo, Buenos Aires, Rosario and Bahia Blanca 

INDIAN CHILEAN LINE—Calcutta, Chittagong, Rangoon, Singapore 
and Indonesia to West Coast of South American ports 
Calling at Colombo and Cochin when opportunity offers 

INDIAN AFRICAN LINE \ Carrying passengers and cargo from 

INDIA-NATAL LINE Rangoon, Chittagong, Calcutta, other 
Indian ports and Colombo to East and South African ports and 
vice versa. (Vessels of the India-Natal Line also call ar 
Madagascar when opportunity offers 

ORIENTAL AFRICAN LINE--Carrying passengers and cargo fron 
Japan, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Philippines, Borneo, Saigon, Bangkok 
and Malaya to Mauritius, Reunion, East and South African ports 
and vice versa 

U.S. GULF to AUSTRALASIA—Regular sailings from all U.S. Gulf ports 
to all ports in Australia and New Zealand. Calling at Trinidad er 
route when sufficient inducement offers 

U.S. GULF to SOUTH AFRICA—U.S. Gulf ports to South and East 
African ports 

PERSIAN GULF—Genera! Merchants, Export, Import and Ship Agent 


For Freight and Particulars apply to— 


ANDREW WEIR 


SHIPPING & TRADING CO., LTD. 
19-21, BURY STREET, LONDON €E.C.3. 





ANGLO BALTIC LINES 


U.K. PORTS 
to 
GDYNIA/GDANSK & FINNISH PORTS 
also 


KLAIPEDA (Memel) LIEPAJA (Liban) 
RIGA and 7eeatere 


when conditions permit, and sufficient 


For further particulars apply to— 
UNITED BALTIC CORPORATION, LIMITED, 
158, Fenchurch Street London, E.C.3 


Telegrams : *‘ Orienteako,’’ London 
Telephone No.: Mansion House 331! (8 fir 








MAC ANDREW LINE 


SPAIN AND MOROCCO 
Regular Services from LONDON, LIVERPOOL and Princig 


Express rvice by fast Motorships fr 
LONDON and LIVERPOOL to BARCELONA 


HALL’S LINE To LISBON and GIBRALTAR 


Express Service by fast Motorships from LONDON to GIBRALTAR 
GLYNN LINE ‘Te west !taty and sicity 


For Freight and Passage apply to— 


MACANDREWS & CO., LTD., 
19, Leadenhall St., London, E.C.3. 


Telephone : MANSION HOUSE 1543 


Cunard Building, Water St., Liverpool, 3 Tel : CENTRAL 3922 

BRANCH HOUSES at * Barcelona, ® Madrid, * Tarragona 

* Castellon, *Burriana, *® Valencia, *® Gandia, ® Denia 

* Carthagena * Almeria, * Malaga, *Seville and Bilbao 
Branches with *® act as Lioyd's Agents. 


Agencies in all other principal ports 
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SITUATIONS VACANT 
CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 











REGULAR CARGO 
Between LONDON a 


HAMBURG TERNEUZEN DIEPPE 

BREMEN HENT 

HARLINGEN DUNKIRK 
CALAIS 
BOULOGNE 

ANTWERP TREPORT MEDITERRANEAN PORTS 

Between HAMBURG anc BRISTOL CHANNEL PORTS 

Bristol, Cardiff, Newport, Swansea) 

Between LONDON and RHINE PORTS 
HAMBURG and BREMEN to Mediterranean Ports 
SOUTHAMPTON and ANTWERP, ROTTERDAM, 

BREMEN, HAMBURG 
stwise Services between LONDON and HULL 


SERVICES 





The General Steam Navigation Co., Ltd. DMIRAI cati avited, from SHIP DRAI fe 
15 Trinity Square, London, E.C.3. sathant ‘ itist ts of a3 Yours of age and pda ands 
Telephone ROYal 3200 ve t ! thee erie t 




















Snow § SAVILL Line 


% SOUTH AFRICA 





AUSTRALIA 
NEW ZEALAND 








“ 











INDEX TO ADVERTISERS IN THIS ISSUE 


New Zealand Shipping Co 
North of England Protecting 
War Risks Association 


Orient Line 


Pacific Steam Navigation Co 
Palm Line 

Pan American World Airways 
Pickersgill, Wm., & Sons, Ltd 
P. & O. and B.I. Companies 
Port Line, Led 


General Steam Navig 2 Potter, J 
8 & Cie o 


raysor 


Harland & Wo 
Holoplast, Lt 
Houlder Brothe 


Kincaid, John 


MacAndrews & Co 
MacTaggart ce & 
McGeoch 
Mercantile C 


Preston, Port of Authority 

Prince Line, Led 

Ropner, Sir R., & Co. (Management) 
Royal Mail Lines, Led 


Sabena (Belgian Airlines) 
Shaw Savill & Albion Co., Led 
Stream Line Filters, Ltd. 


Union-Castle Mail Steamship Co., Ltd 
United Baltic Corporation 


Vi-Spring Products, Ltd 
Weir, Andrew, Shipping & Trading Co., 





i WY 


Shipping 


World 


DRYSDALE 


‘‘ Centrex $.0.S.” 


Patent 


EMERGENCY 
BILGE PUMPS 


First in the field and proved by the test of time 


and experience, these pumps, designed for Emer- 
gency Bilge and Emergency Fire and Bilge duties, 
are approved by the B.O.T. 


Available in a range of sizes and capacities, both 
one and two stages, they can meet all conditions 


and requirements. 


Write for illustrated Brochure S.O.S.2. 








Year Around 
SHIPBUILDING 


PASSENGER, CARGO, OIL TANK VESSELS UP TO 
18,000 TONS DEADWEIGHT. 


MARINE DIESEL ENGINES, LICENCEES FOR VICKERS- 
SKINNER UNAFLOW MARINE STEAM ENGINES. 


Canadian representatives for— 
CLARKE CHAPMAN WINCHES, WINDLASSES, ETC. 
JOHN HASTIE STEERING GEAR. 


Forty-five acres of shipbuilding facilities, complete 
staff of experienced Naval Architects and Marine 


Engineers 


CANADIAN 


VICKERS 


LIMITED 
MONTREAL 


Cable Address: VICKERS MONTREAL 








On the shore of the mighty St. Lawrence 





\ THE WORLD 


From the moment 
you step aboard... 


« res of travel luxury, Cunard 


is an ever-enduring wonder and 


satisfaction on the way to America 
When you 
have at your disposal 


hotel As the | 


cw way 


are welcomed aboard you 


every amenity 


of a great rs pass 
ily too quickly, at of travel 
is yours—to dance, meet triends and 
luxury 


celebrities, perhaps swim in 


pools, take your aperitif, or dine on 


pend hy 
} appol Md 


nted restaurants Enio »y Sports + ft 

- and deck games, « t 
-- vf 
t | 


\\ continental cuisine in 
or lounge in seclusion, 
read the daily paper, go shopping, 

or maybe telephone or 
Jules 


walk a mile, 
telegraph your friends at home 
Verne could not have conceived such a 
way of crossing oceans, and yet it is 


yours to-day and every day—by Cunard 


~ Gracious living at its best 


‘Cunard 


nformation apply : Pier Head, L st ery 3 (Central 

15, Lower Regent St., London, S.W (Whitehall 

88, Leadenhall St., London, E.C.3 inv venue 3010); 
or principal travel agencies 


For full 
920!) ; 
7890) , 
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—- hae 5 
from Sortugal to the Sropics... 


handsomely protected by 


TORPEDO BRAND PAINTS 


“se? 
seer Wwe > 


cette © 


~ == MVINDIA 


Built by Bartram & Sons Ltd., Sunderland, 
February 19§1, tor Companhia Nacional de 
Navegacao, this new Portuguese ship 

has recently joined the Lisbon— 

Far East service. TORPEDO Brand Marine 
Paints, Stateroom Enamels and 
Compositions have been used throughout 


superstructure 
Torpedo Ivory Supermarine 


topsides 


Torpedo French Grey Supermarine 


boottopping 


Torpe do Green 


bottom 


Torpedo Bottom Composition 


stern portions 
Apexior No. 3 


hes. <== paint tor every part or every ship 


REGO 


BRITISH PAINTS LIMITED marine division 


Crewe House, |5 Curzon Street, London, W.! (Telephone : Grosvenor 640! 5) 
AND AT LIVERPOOL, NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, GLASGOW, CARDIFF 








